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RIGHTS PICTURE — The U.S. State Department 1983 human rights report paints a 
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generally gloomy picture worldwide. A Miskito Indian girl, her home ravaged by 
fighting between rebels and Nicaraguan troops, clutches a broken record after a 


By Susan Nowak 
'EL CENTRO. — A Cuuslic 


confronted with anti-Catholic literature 
by T.V. evangelist Rev. Jimmy Swaggart 
would probably feel indignant or angry. 
But when those leaflets are given to a 
parent from a child, the response might 
differ. 
Two Imperial Valley women who have 
' been given anti-Catholic literature by 
their children have responded by looking 
to each other for support. 


LUELLA SMITH and Rosella 
Walters each have children who 
converted to another faith, and in some 
cases, the children have adopted anti- 
Catholic attitudes. 


‘Parents are really hurting when this 
happens,’’ Mrs. Smith, a parishioner at 
Sacred Heart, Brawley, said. Despite the 
change in the children, ‘“They expect us 
to be the same parents.”’ 


Mrs. Walters, a parishioner at Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, Calexico, was raised 
Catholic and reared her four children 
with the same religious background. At 
college, one of her girls became a 
fundamentalist and another joined the 
Gospel Outreach group. 


HER DAUGHTERS have sent her 
anti-Catholic publications by Swaggart 
and Keith Green, a young Christian 
recording star who perished in a plane 
crash a few years ago. 


Bart Brewer, the ex-Carmelite priest. 
and head of the virulently anti-Catholic. 


‘‘Mission to Catholics,’’ authored the 
leaflets given to Mrs. Smith by one of her 
sons. Mrs. Smith and her husband, 
James, have eight children ages 19-36. 
One of. her sons, a Mormon, has not 
shown signs of being anti-Catholic, but 
she feels the son who became a 
fundamentalist is anti-Catholic in a ‘‘low- 
key’’ way. 
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bishop. led 1,000 Indians to safety in Honduras (story page 8. ) 


Parents f feel the hurt when kids leave Church 


Imperial Valley focus of 


DPC’s 


By Deacon James Steinberg 
CALEXICO — The special problems 


confronting residents of the Imperial 
Valley and the Church’s efforts there 
were the subject of last Saturday’s third 
quarterly meeting of the Diocesan 
Pastoral Council. 


DPC members — clergy, Religious 
and lay — and their commissions act in 
an advisory capacity to Bishop Leo T. 
Maher. They met with the bishop Feb. 18 
at Vincent Memorial High School for an 
overview of the economic and _ social 
conditions in the Valley, and the 
innovations in youth ministry sponsored 
by the parishes of the E] Centro Deanery. 


REV. MSGR. Rudolph Galindo, 
pastor of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church, Calexico, and dean of the 
Valley, introduced three of his 
parishioners active in the community: 
Pete Saldana, port director with the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service; 
Steve Wang, a local businessman and 
director of the Chamber of Commerce; 
and Margaret Mudd, a juvenile 
probation officer. 


The Valley, adjacent to the Baja 
California capital of Mexicali with its 


nearly one. million pap ie is much 


Rosella Walters, Luella Smith 
‘We’d have to pray together’ 


quarterly meeting 


smaller by comparison, but its social 
problems are out of proportion to its size, 
they told the DPC. 


Alcohol and drug abuse rates, 
especially among young people, are the 
highest in the nation; repeated 
devaluations of the Mexican peso have 
severely impacted the economy of the 
border community at all levels; federal 
budget reductions have cut into personnel 
at the border, which has as many as 1.5 
million crossings each month. 


YOUNG PEOPLE, especially, feel the 
brunt of the community’s social and 
economic problems, but a comprehensive 
pastoral plan on the deanery level over the 
past year has resulted in_ several 
innovative programs, reported Fathers 
Bud Kaicher and Anthony Stanonik. 


Youth ministry. has been approached 
on a deanery level in the Valley, and a 
Cursillo-like program called ‘‘Christian 
Awakening’’ has already changed the 
lives of many of the several hundred 
young people who have been on its three- 
day weekend experiences, said Father 
Stanonik. 


An Imperial Valley Youth Council has 
been set up to pray, to listen, to 
communicate and coordinate, said Father 
Stanonik, anda full-time director of 


youth activities has been hired on a 


deanery-wide level. 


‘“‘WE’VE PLACED our efforts under 
the special protection of Our Lady and 
we’ve found that a powerful blessing,’’ he 
said. ‘‘We have beautiful young 
people...we’ve given them a chance to 
grow in their faith and build up the 
Church as the Body of Christ. We’ve let 
them experience their Catholicity...and 
that they are not alone.’’ 


Lenna Ivie, the Valley youth 
coordinator, outlined the Christian 
Awakening program, which has been 
adapted from Cursillo to meet the special 
needs of young people. 

As on a Cursillo, said Miss Ivie, 
awakenistas spend Friday night through 
Sunday together under the spiritual 
direction of a team. of priests and people 
who have been on a previous Awakening. 
There are presentations, small group 
discussions, ‘‘an atmosphere of growth, 
acceptance, and spiritual awakening.”’ 

Please turn to page 10 


Yugoslav apparitions get close scrutiny 


MEDJUGORJE, Yugoslavia (NC) — 
Less than an hour’s drive from the 1984 
Winter Olympics at Sarajevo, 
Yugoslavia, is Medjugorje, where six 
young people claim to have seen the 
Blessed Virgin. 


The youths, 12 to 19 years old, say they 
have seen and spoken to Mary a number 
of times since she first appeared to them 
June 24, 1981. 


AUTHORITIES IN the Communist- 
governed country say it is all nonsense 
and in October 1981 sentenced the 
youths’. parish priest to three-and-a-half 
years in prison for ‘‘acts of hostile 
propaganda.”’ 

The youths said they first saw Mary on 
a hillside in Medjugorje, a Croatian 
village of northern Yugoslavia. Since 
then, according to the youths, the 
apparitions have been taking place in St. 

Please turn to page 8 
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MARY’S VOICE? — Marina Paulovich (left) and Ivan Dragicevich listen to what they 
say are the words of the Blessed Virgin; the local bishop has defended the integrity of 
the six young people who claim to have seen the apparitions. 
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New treaty reduces 
Catholic Church’s 
privileges in Italy 


ROME (NC) — The Vatican and Italy 


signed a revised Concordat Feb. 18 that - 


reduces some of the Church’s privileges 
in Italy and declares Church and state to 
be ‘‘independent and sovereign.”’ 


The new treaty removes Roman 
Catholicism as the state religion, makes 
Catholic religious instruction in state 
schools optional and gives civil authorities 
the authority to review Church marriage 
annulments. 

MANY AREAS covered by the 
previous treaty are omitted in the revised 
Concordat, with responsibility left to the 
Italian Bishops’ Conference to work out 
agreements with state authorities. 


The new Concordat also drops the 
reference to ‘‘the sacred character of the 
eternal city’’ of Rome. Instead, it notes 
the ‘‘particular significance of Rome for 
Catholicism.” 


The treaty replaces the Concordat 
signed by the Vatican and Italian dictator 
Benito Mussolini in 1929. The new, 
shorter version is the result.of 15 years of 
difficult negotiations, and reflects changes 
in the way Italy and the Church view 
religious freedom. 

POPE JOHN Paul II noted the 
“‘historic importance’’ of the Concordat 
Feb. 19, the day after it was signed by 
Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal 
Agostino Casaroli and Italian Prime 
Minister Bettino Craxr. 


“‘This was a treaty that Paul VI had 
foreseen and encouraged, as a sign of 
renewed agreement between the Church 
and the Italian state,’’ the pope said 
during his Sunday Angelus blessing in St. 
Peter’s Square. 


eternal happiness and peace. 


ed Sacrament Church. 
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Into Thy hands, O Lord, we commend the spirits of these 
beloved ones who are gone before us into the realm of Thy 


McGrath, Minnie. Mother of Ellen Fares, 
Elizabeth Benson, Mary Sutil, Theresa Clifton and 
Frances Sullivan; sister of Nellie Pennell, August 
and Frank Henninger; 21 grandchildren; 19 great- 
grandchildren. Funeral Mass: February 16 at Bless- 


ZOLEZZI, Angelina. Mother of Victoria de 
Falco, Ginger Christensen, Eleanor L. Rippo and 
Steve D. Zolezzi; 13 grandchildren; 27 great-grand- 
children; one great-great-grandchild. Funeral Mass: 
February 9 at Holy Cross Mausoleum. 


CONNORS, Alice N. Mother of Patrick J. Con- 
nors and Mary A. McCann; sister of Gertrude N. 
Devine; 10 grandchildren. Funeral Mass: Feburary 
15 at Our Lady of Sacred Heart Church. 


VAN ETTEN, Gladys Adel. Mother of John 
and Karl Van.Etten, Josephine Butler and Mary 
Bilinski; sister-in-law of Clara Axtater; 14 grand- 
children; seven great-grandchildren. Funeral Mass: 
February 14 at Holy Cross Mausoleum Chapel. 


FAIRCHILD, Marjorie Emily. Mother of Mar- 
jorle Handgraaf; mother-in-law of Cecilia B. Fair- 
child; five grandchildren. February 16 at Mt. Hope 
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Briefs 


17th MARCH — The unification. of 


Northern Ireland and Ireland will be the only 
political issue of the St. Patrick’s Day parade, 
said Thomas Gleason, 83, who was elected to 
be the parade’s grand marshal. But the 
election of a former Irish Republican Army 
member, Michael O’Rourke, as the parade’s 
honorary grand marshal may create political 
problems. O’Rourke, 32, is a convicted bomb- 
maker who blew his way out of a Dublin, 
Ireland, jail in 1976 before fleeing to the 
United States. 

LINK REITERATED — The issues of 
nuclear war and abortion are linked as pro-life 
concerns, but are not necessarily identical and 
may be treated differently, said Cardinal 
Joseph L. Bernardin of Chicago, chairman of 
the National Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
Committee for Pro-Life Activities, He recently 
reiterated the linkage, despite criticism from 


pro-lifers that followed his first statement of . 


the idea. 

‘CHOOSE LIFE’ — Pope John Paul II 
told a group of about 240 bishops of North and 
Central America and the Caribbean to lead 
their people in defense of life. The pope’s 
message was sent to the bishops during a 
meeting on moral issues in Dallas. ‘‘When by 
your pastoral care, you lead people to honor, 
to defend, to choose life in all its dimensions, 
you will be bringing them to an even closer 
relationship with the triune God, who is the 
eternal community of life and love.”’ 

CHANGE UNLIKELY — Campaigns 
against religion in the Soviet Union are likely 
to continue under the leadership of Konstantin 
U. Chernenko as head of the Soviet 
Communist Party, American observers of 
Soviet affairs said. The ‘‘intensified 
propaganda campaign against religion as well 
as the straitened social discipline’? begun by 
the late Soviet ruler Yuri Andropov most likely 
will continue, said William Conyngham, 
professor of politics at the Catholic University 
of America. 


Amen. 
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POPE ‘ARTICULATE’ — Pope John 
Paul II was ‘‘articulate and most persuasive”’ 
about the need to reduce world tensions caused 
by nuclear weapons, said U.S. Vice President 
George Bush after a 50-minute private 
audience with the pope. The audience was 
held at the Vatican during Bush’s overnight 
stop in Rome on his return from Moscow. 

TRIAL NEARER? — A Salvadoran 
appeals judge has denied a motion by five 
former Salvadoran National Guardsmen that 
there is not enough evidence to bring them to 
trial in the murders of four U.S. 
churchwomen. The judge was quoted by 
Associated Press as saying the case could come 
to trial within a month-and-a-half if defense 
lawyers make no further procedural motions 
and the trial judge proceeds without delay. 

BOTH ‘INFLEXIBLE’ — Cardinal Jarre 
Sin of Manila has accused both. President 
Ferdinand Marcos and his opponents of being 
inflexible in their political demands. Marcos is 
inflexible because he regards the opposition as 
only interested in toppling his government 
while opposition leaders are ‘‘rigid and 
unbending’’ th demanding that’ Marcos 
resign, Cardinal Sin said in a speech this 
month. : : 

MARTYRS — Ninety-nine Catholics who 
were guillotined or shot to death during the 
French Revolution for refusing to submit their 
religious activities to civil authority were to be 
beatified as martyrs by Pope John Paul II Feb. 
19, the Vatican announced. 

NO GO SLOW — Although Archbishop 
Helder Camara of Olinda-Recife, Brazil, has 
resigned as head of his archdiocese, the well- 
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Saturday, Feb. 25, 5:15 p.m., San Diego, 
‘the Immaculata, Mass, Knights of Columbus 
Fourth Degree Banquet honoring Military 
Chaplains. 

Sunday, Feb. 26, 3 p.m., San Diego, 


-U.S.D., dedication of the Douglas F. 


Manchester Executive Conference Center. 

Sunday, Feb. 26, 6 p.m., San Diego, 
U.S.D., reception at Douglas F. Manchester 
Executive Conference Center. 

Wednesday, Feb. 29, noon, San Diego, 
diocesan dining room, luncheon with Most 
Rev. Emilio C. Berlie and _ diocesan 
consultors, Diocese of Tijuana. 


Father Peter M. Escalante 
Secretary 
Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez 


Thursday, Feb. 23, 5 p.m., University 
City, Our Mother of Confidence, 
Confirmation. 

Sunday, Feb. 26, 1 p.m., El Centro, Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Church, Cursillo 
Conference. 
RTS 
known churchman said he would not slow 
down as a defender of the poor in the Third 
World. The archbishop turned 75 on Feb. 7 
and, as requested by Church law, sent a letter 
of resignation to Pope John Paul II. 


BECOME A PROLIFE MEMBER OF SAN DIEGO 
Help us STOP ABORTION with monthly newsletter. We 


are an ally of all National Prolife groups. Write LIFE 
NEWSLETTER, P.O. Box 19429, S.D., 92119, or call 
editor Ben Grisafi, 448-4254 — $5 year. 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


TAX SHELTERS *® MONEY MARKET FUNDS ¢ OIL/GAS 
INVESTMENT PROGRAMS ¢ MONEY ACCUMULATION 


PLANS * 


2525 Camino Del Rio South 


Suite 110 
San Diego, CA 92108 


Reaching out 


If there’s one country. which has 
become familiar in most households 
thanks to M*A*S*H it is Korea and the 

_ bitter war of the 50s which so angers 
Hawkeye and company. Now it is to get 
all the publicity of a papal visit, 
scheduled for May 3 to 7. 


Korea has in the past two centuries 
been fertile ground for missionary 
endeavors and the number of Christians 
there is a tribute to the seeds sown long 
ago. In fact the pope’s visit in May is to 
celebrate 200 years of Catholicism in 
Korea, almost the same as the 200 
years since Franciscan Padre Junipero 
Serra started things here in California. 

During his visit to Korea, Pope John 
Paul Il will not only celebrate the 
eucharist in various centers and preach, 
but he will also canonize 103 martyrs. 
Their blood, shed for the faith, has 
resulted in a fair crop of Christians. 
There are now 1,578,000 Catholics in 
Korea, or just over four per cent of the 
population. 


TO: 


P.O. Box 11011 
San Diego, CA 92111 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 


os a 
-o3 The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 


A time that was BeforeM* A*S*H 


. the country has been divided and 


Rev. Msgr. Anthony Chylewski, Mission Office - 


Here is my gift for God's work in the missions: $........ 


COMPUTERIZED FINANCIAL PLANNING 
COMMON STOCK FUNDS e 


KEOGH/IRA PLANS 


Tom McDonnell . 
(619) 297-4634 % 


with Deacon Michael Newman 


Vocations to the religious life are 
holding their own, with about 60 new 
priests a year, 27 brothers and about 
300 Sisters each year. 

Korea is one of the few countries of 
the world where the Church was 
established by lay persons. Members of 
an embassy to China took Catholic 
books to Korea in 1777. When 
eventually a Chinese priest made his 
way to Korea in 1794 he found 4,000 
Catholics. A persecution broke out and 
he was put to death. With him went 
many new Christians. 


American missionaries, Maryknoll 
and Jesuits, have been prominent in 
recent decades in Korea continuing the 
faithful work founded two centuries 
ago. Of course and unfortunately, today 
when we speak of Korea we mean only 
South Korea. Since the war of the 50s 


religion is banned in communist North 
Korea.’’ 
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Says families 
are called to 
experience RENEW 


SAN DIEGO — Families are ‘‘called 
to experience RENEW in a different 
way’ rather than risk letting the spiritual 
growth process pull them apart, the 
diocesan associate religious education 
director said. 


If a family attended all the RENEW 
small and large group meetings, members 
might find they had little time together, 
Ginger Infantino said Feb. 16 during a 
talk on ‘‘The Family and Renew.’’ She 
speaks from experience; her. family of 
seven was involved in RENEW’s first 
semester at St. Catherine Laboure parish. 

THE INFANTINOS also sing in a 
folk group at their parish. ‘‘I think we’re 
parish people at heart,’’ she told the 
RENEW meeting gathered at Blessed 
Sacrament Church hall. 


She suggested families study and take © 


RENEW themes to heart as a family. 

“I really believe families can grow the 
same as individuals can grow... Vatican II 
calls the family the Church’ in 


‘miniature.’’ A family should pray, learn . 


and serve together, like a parish, she 
added. 


PARENTS HAVE a ‘‘solemn 
obligation’’ to teach their children and 
their role as educators is ‘‘so decisive’’ 
practically nothing can compensate if they 
fail to teach them, Mrs. Infantino said, 
quoting from the Vatican II Declaration on 
Christian Education. 


Parents often tell her they feel 
unqualified to be religious educators to 
their children. However, the Vatican II 
document recognizes parents ave the 
primary educators, whether they feel 
qualified or not. 


RENEW can renew a family, she said. 
“‘We have to concentrate on who we are 
as a family...What we need to do is affirm 
what’s positive about our families.’’ 


MRS. ,.INFANTINO has found that 
the older her family becomes and the 
more involved it gets outside the home, 
the more difficult it is to start a new 
family project or observance. 


However, no matter how busy families 
are, it is still possible to listen to children, 
tell them they are loved_and give them a 
sense of self worth. 


““Our families are where we really learn 
what it means to belong,’’ she said. 
‘Families minister to each other and as 
parents we have to be open to being 
ministered to by our children.”’ 


IT IS acceptable for parents to let their 
children know they aren’t perfect. ‘‘As 
parents we have to learn from our 
children,’’ Mrs. Infantino said. 


Marriage vows extend to the family, 
she said, and an anniversary is a family 
celebration too. 


HAPPY 85TH — Retired Navy chaplain Msgr. F.W. Meehling celeb 


GOD CALLS AT ANY AGE — The Second Career Vocation 
Project is aimed at recruiting adult men to the priesthood who 


are now in secular careers. An ad campaign using this 


billboard is now appearing along roads in the state of 
Connecticut, and may be used nationally. 


Hispanics gearing up for Tercer Encuentro 


By Deacon James Steinberg 


Luz Elena Jimenez, a parishioner at St. 
Peter Church in Fallbrook, is one of three 
Californians selected to represent Region 
11 in Chicago this May at a meeting 
sponsored by the Secretariat for Hispanic 
Affairs of the United States Catholic 
Conference. 


There she will join other young 
Hispanic Catholics from across the 
country in planning sessions that will lead 
to the August 1985 Tercer Encuentro 
Nacional Hispano de Pastoral (Third 
National Hispanic Gathering for Pastoral 
Ministry). 

MISS JIMENEZ, 21, is a junior at 
San Diego State University, and is 
majoring in sociology. Along with her 
brother, Felipe, 23, she has been active in 
Hispanic youth programs at her own 
parish, and in Centro Guias, a diocesan- 
level program developing leadership 
among Hispanic youth. 

In their recent pastoral on Hispanic 
ministry, the U.S. bishops praised the 
two previous encuentros — in 1972 and 
1977. 


Pablo Sedillo, director of the U.S. 


bishops’ Hispanic secretariat, said that 
the goal of Encuentro III will be to further 
deepen what was begun in the first 
encuentros — ‘‘a process of consultation 
with the grassroots in an effort to deepen 
the understanding of the Catholic faith on 
the part of our Hispanic people and to try 
to heighten the awareness of the rest of the 
North American Church to the presence 
and needs of our Hispanic people.’’ 


IN CHICAGO, Miss Jimenez and the 


‘other regional representatives will make 


recommendations for discussion topics for 
the August 1985 encuentro. To this end, 
she noted, a ‘‘process’’ began involving 
questionnaires and feedback at a 
grassroots level; next, the economic, 
political and social situation of U.S. 
Hispanics is evaluated within a 
theological framework. 


From this, she said, will come a 
“national pastoral plan to respond to the 
culture and needs of the Hispanic 
population.”’ : 


‘‘We are asked to see our reality in this 
country and then to judge it 
theologically...to see if it corresponds to 
God’s plan,’’ said Miss Jimenez. 


Luz Jimenez 
Planning for Tercer Encuentro 


‘‘] THINK our reality in this country 
is against the will of God,”’ she said. “‘I 
see Hispanics oppressed, exploited...that 
is not what God wants.”’ 

Only a greater participation by 
Hispanics in the political process will 
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Happy to be Catholic: Mary Spiesman of OLA 


By Susan Nowak 
Mary Spiesman’s pilgrimage of faith 
has led her to value adult religious 
education and a sense of community. 
A parishioner at Our Lady of Angels 
Church, San Diego, she frequents 


O’Connor’s Book Store because she 
wants to know more about her Catholic 


Photo by Susan Nowak 


rated his 85th 


birthday at a party Feb. 19 after a standing-room-only Mass at St. Charles Borromeo 
Church. “He loved the Church” is the epitaph Msgr. Meehling wants, he said, during 
the 11 a.m. Mass in Loma Portal. Msgr. retired to San Diego, but still assists in local 


parishes. 


faith; she sith on the floor and reads those 
books she can’t afford to buy, she said. 


MISS SPIESMAN, who works in the 
central personnel office at Walker Scott 
Co., was born in San Diego. and is the 
eldest of eight children. She attended 
parochial schools for six years and 
attended CCD classes during the other 
years. She graduated from Santana High 
School and earned an A.A. degree at 
Grossmont Junior College. 


After a few years of working as a 
waitress, she’ moved to St. Louis and 
spent four years with the Benedictine 
Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, a 
contemplative order that has a San Diego 
convent. 


“IT WAS something that I always 
wanted to try. I can’t say one specific 
reason (for entering). It was just a 
feeling,’’ Miss Spiesman said. 


The St. Louis convent was where the 
young Catholic became interested in 
studying the Church. ‘‘I learned so much 
about the different traditions in the 
Church,”’ she said. 


She was fascinated by her convent 
studies of the fathers of the Church and 
modern theologians. ‘‘When I went in I 
was at the third-grade level’’ of Catholic 
education. 


HER STUDIES in St. Louis brought 
her up to an “‘adult’’ religious education 
level, she said. ‘‘That’s what I think 
we're missing,’’ she said, if Catholics end 
their religious education after high school. 


Mary Spiesman 
‘| had to be with people’ 
PESTER EL ELE SE LER REND TIN IN 


A former CCD teacher, she thinks 
many CCD students are not given a solid 
enough grounding in the faith. For almost 
10 years before entering the convent she 
taught third grade CCD at Guardian 
Angels Church, Santee. “‘I loved it. They 
were so much fun,’’ she said of her 
students. 


The contemplative life was not for Miss 
Spiesman. ‘‘It was good for that period of 
my life, but at the same time I learned I 
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Viewpoint 


By Father Louis 
Copestake 


‘Magical Christianity’ 


Mary was a teenager from a very poor family, and she had 
become pregnant before she was married. Her husband died 
some time before Mary’s son reached maturity. This son became 
an itinerant preacher who stirred up so much trouble and envy 
that he was arrested. Predictably, his family and neighbors and 
most of his friends deserted him...all except Mary. After a brief 


incarceration and a rigged trial, Mary’s son was executed by the - 


state and Mary was left all alone. 

This is the same Mary whom we call the Blessed Motes 
Now, in what way was she ‘‘blessed’’? Her life story appears 
tragic to the point of disaster. In Old Testament terms, she seems 
to have been cursed by God in a way that rivals God’s smiting of 
Job. Yet for Christians, she is our greatest heroine. How to 
explain this? 

We explain this by believing what Mary believed, that God? s 
love is unconditional. This love is not conditioned by the 
circumstances of our lives, and does not involve worldly successes 
or failures. Likewise, this love is freely given by God and 
continues to be there for us no matter what we do or where we 
go. Because God is God, His love is not caused by any action of 
ours. At the same time, because God ts God, His love is not 
quenched by any action or inaction of ours. 

Unconditional love is a two-way street: it does not prevent 
worldly failures, nor does it guarantee worldly success. This love 
is not withdrawn or bestowed in response to any action of mine. 

But the magical Christian is deeply wedded to success, and it is 
precisely: in this context that magical Christianity crumbles. 
Mary’s story is hardly the tale of fame and fortune which we hear 
over and over again, if we watch the splendid show of television 
religion. In a setting reminiscent of the Academy Awards, we 
behold testimony after testimony concerning the wonderful 
successes God has wrought upon well-dressed and meticulously 
groomed Christians. No Mary Magdalens here, please. Lazarus 
would not pass the screen test, either. 

To say that God’s love for me is proven by the fact that I am 
now wealthy, healthy, and wise is blasphemy built upon our 
ideas of “‘success’’ and our desire to avoid pain. The acid test for 
the Christian is how well have they incorporated the Cross into 
their life. Magical Christianity. flunks the test, because of its 
fervent desire to avoid the Cross at any price. 


I would be edified if. my television brought me the testimony of 


Christians who had once been successful, but then applied the 
teachings of Jesus to their business and had gone broke. I would 
be edified if an athlete testified that his career had been a dismal 
failure but that he had dealt with this defeat well because of his 
faith in Christ. I would be edified if a cancer victim testified that 
she had not been cured, but she had learned so much about life 
and God through her cancer that she had grown in accepting 
God’s love. 


Those who walk close to Jesus are those who walk close to the | 


Cross. So it was with Mary, and so it was with those to whom she 
had truly appeared. The apparitions of Guadalupe, Lourdes, and 
Fatima were all to people lowly and despised. To my knowledge, 
none of these people became successful because of Mary’s 
appearance. In fact, the reverse was true: the Marian vision 
brought with it a challenge to grow through pain and sorrow. For 
this reason, if for no other, these apparitions ring true. I become 
suspicious when fame and fortune surround alleged apparitions 
of Mary, or when success automatically results from devotion to 
her Son. 

God is not the goose who lays golden eggs. Neither is God the 
supreme valium tablet to vanquish the cares of life. Prima facie 
evidence argues that God’s love has sustained millions of 
believers in their struggle to live meaningful lives. It is through 
the human process of growth and change, joy and sorrow, 
pleasure and pain, that we develop into saints. This is true 
success. 

Being Christian is no guarantee that you will have fewer 
cavities. It is likewise no promise of ‘‘success’’ or prophecy of 
failure. Being Christian involves accepting the divine 
unconditional love, and going through all the moments of your 
life with trust that His grace is sufficient and available. 

(Second of three parts) 
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Letters... 
No change 


I had hoped with your installation as 
editor a better editorial policy for the 
diocesan paper would’ve followed. It 
hasn’t. I found your editorial on capital 
punishment repugnant. 


In your glorification of Earl on 
Florida’s death row by quoting his 
thoughts, did it not once occur of your 
unfairness to not quote the thoughts of the 
person he killed (assuming him a 
murderer since you didn’t say)? 


It seems to me murderers on death row 
get a glorification which their victims 
never do. Did Earl’s victim (he, they, she, 
them, whoever) have a “‘keen sense of 
humor and a cracker barrel of ‘down 
home’ wisdom’’? Didn’t you ever 
consider looking after what they were 
like? 

Neither could I understand your use of 
Cardinal Bernardin’s quotation. As a 
priest I’m sure you’re aware of a more 
pertinent and much more powerful one. 
In Exodus 21:14 we find: ‘‘But when a 
man kills another after maliciously 
scheming to do so, you must take him 
even from my altar and put him to 
death.”’ 


To put it more plainly, it seems to me 
we are not ending life through the use of 
capital punishment. In obeying God’s 
command life changes its characteristics 
in the executioner’s chair as does the Host 
during the Mass. It’s His desire that He 
be the final judge. As His priests it’s your 
job to see such victims be spiritually ready 
to face that judgment. 


ee Lane 

Campo 

(What you inferred is not necessarily 
what I intended. 


As Catholics, our application of the 
Old Testament is always conditioned 
by the New Testament. Jesus halted the 
execution of Mary Magdalen, which 
execution would have been in 
‘conformity with the laws of Exodus. 


Furthermore, the Lord whom we 


worship was a victim of capital 
punishment. That can tell us 
something about the fallibility of 
human judgment. — Ed.) 


‘Lost for words’ 


Hi...Believe it or not, I’m lost for 
words. Words say a lot but this is one time 
words can’t explain my feelings or 


appreciations. The article was great. I ° 


usually pass the paper up and down ‘‘the 

Row’’ for every one to read. Well every 

one read the. Viewpoint, and then they 
sent it out to have copies made.... 

Earl 

Florida State Prison 

Starke, Fla. 


‘Well written’ 


I would like to congratulate you on 
your sharp and well-written editorials. 
They have punch and style. 


From week to week I look forward to 


recelving the paper and to reading . 


Viewpoint. | like it. 


Msgr. Thomas Moloney 
El] Cajon 


‘Thank you’ 


I want to thank you for dropping the 
monthly supplement which you included 
a year ago. I like Extension’s Faith Today 
much better. 


The earlier supplement seemed to 


praise student activists and 

demonstrators. It seemed somewhat 

radical, to teach rebellion, especially 
August 1983. 

Dorothy Johnson 

Carlsbad 


All letters are subject to editing and 
must be signed with full name, address, 
and telephone number in order to be 
considered for publication. Mail letters 
to: Southern Cross, Letters to the Editor, 
P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138. 
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Consecrate world to Mary 


WASHINGTON (NC) — Pope John Paul II has asked the 
bishops of the world to join him on March 24 or 25 in 
consecrating the world to Mary. 


The prayer he proposed asks Mary to deliver the world from 
sin and hate, ‘‘from every kind of injustice,’’ and ‘‘from nuclear 
war, from incalculable self-destruction.”’ 


The papal letter was dated last Dec. 8, the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception, and was released last week in the 
United States by the National Conference of Catholic Bishops. 


It linked the act of consecration with the special 1983-84 Holy 
Year of Redemption. 


Mary, God’s mother, ‘‘in a most particular degree 
experienced this salvific power’’ of the redemption, the pope 
said. 


He said he was ‘‘profoundly convinced’’ that an act of 
consecration to Mary ‘‘corresponds to the expectations of many 
human hearts, which wish to’ renew to the Virgin Mary the 
testimony of their devotion and entrust to her their sorrows at the 
many different ills of the present time...” 


But he left it to individual bishops to choose ‘‘the way which 
each of you considers most appropriate’? to renew their 
consecration to Mary along with him. 


March 25 is normally the Feast of the Annunciation, but this 
year it falls on Sunday and is superseded by the Third Sunday of 
Lent, so the feast is celebrated March 24. The pope suggested 
either day as appropriate for the act of consecration. 

The prayer speaks of Mary as Mother of Christ and Mother of 
the Church who is ‘‘wholly united’’ with Christ’s redemption. 

It asks her to deliver individuals and nations from evil, famine, 
war, sins ‘‘against the life of man from its very beginning,’’ and 
hatred, among other things. 

It asks Mary to reveal to the world ‘‘the infinite saving power 
of the redemption: the power of merciful love.”’ 


Vocations 


By Father 
Peter M. Escalante 


‘A model for the community’ 


All Christians are called to model their lives after the life of 
Jesus Himself, and to ‘strive toward a life of holiness. It is a 
process which we will hopefully put our efforts and energies into 
throughout our entire lifetime. We will go through phases and 
stages during which this growth will be quite obvious. There will 
be other times when we will hardly notice any change. 


It seems reasonable to speculate that noticeable signs of growth 
in this generic call and vocation would be a prerequisite for 
anyone who is considering a more specific vocation to 
Priesthood, Sisterhood, Brotherhood, or even the permanent 
diaconate. Could one who has not seriously responded to his or 
her generic vocation to holiness think God or the Church is 
calling him/her to a vocation which is much more specific, much 
more public, and much more radical? How can a person who is 
not growing in faith, charity, compassion, hope, honesty, 
integrity, etc., reason that they are being called to be an example 
and model for the entire Christian community? How can one 
who has not begun to incorporate Gospel directives into his or 
her life expect to proclaim that same Gospel in word and action? 


On the other hand, I honestly and humbly reflect on my own 


life and realize the truth of Jesus’ words recorded in the 


Scriptures: ‘‘I have come to call not the self-righteous, but 
sinners.’’ (Mt. 9:13) It was some 14 years ago, while I was a 
senior in high school, when I made what was for me ‘‘a deep and 
personal commitment to the Lord.’’ Iam committed to God, the 
Gospel, the Church; but I also realize that I am as much in need 
of healing and grace as those I am called to serve. 


Perhaps God does call even the weak and sinful to ‘special 
specific roles of ministry in the Church, so they (so we) will have 
compassion toward the sinful, broken, lost and abandoned 
people who make up our world. Perhaps then, the unconditional 
love which God has so gratuitously shown to us is something we 
will bring to others who hunger and thirst for the Good News. 
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Our Christian Way of Life 


By Enid Lanyon 


What time is this, today? 


I have a problem with ‘‘gorgeous’’ weather in winter! 
Winter is winter, I feel, and here in our mountain 
foothills, I wait all year for winter to come with its frost 
and snow and icy blasts or sleeting rain. The heat of 
summer is, for me, only endurable in the thought of 
imminent fall and winter. 

Everything has its place and I would appreciate it if 
they would observe it! Spring is lovely — in the 
springtime. Summer is fine — in the summer. Right 


‘ now, let us have winter where it ought to be. Here! 


THERE IS, as Ecclesiastes says, a time for everything 
and it does not seem too much to ask that everything de in 
its proper time. It has always been a source of strength 
and peace of mind to me to feel assured that when things 
have happened in life it has been because the time for such 
happening has come. Particularly so in the case of births 
and deaths. These seem to be very much under God’s sole 
control. 


We, or people with whom we are in contact, may 
modify or determine where and how such events may 
occur, but surely only God can decide when? We may 
affect the times for war and peace, for loving and hating, 
but life and death, like planting and uprooting, seem to 


- resound to modulations other than our own, To plant in 


the wrong season is to invite failure. To uproot at the 
wrong time is to frustrate natural flowering. We need to 
be aware of the rightness of seasons and to be ready to 
blend in with them. 

Of course, one has only to say that death is the result of 
God’s decision to be overwhelmed with challenges and 


Talks with Parents 


By Dolores Curran 


denials! What about abortion? What about people 
clinically dead who have been revived? Why live carefully 
rather than recklessly if the time of death is already 
decided? What about murder or death as a legal penalty? 


“WE CAN argue that God has already forseen all 
eventualities and that, taken within the context of 
decisions we make, certain things become inevitable, but 
that does not remove us from the need to make choices. In 
the exercise of our free will, we can hardly avoid making 
decisions. Every reaction to every situation arises from a 
personal decision, either at the time or previously. It 
seems quite probable to me, anyway, that in His instant 
vision of the’ evolution of His creation, God allows those 
choices their place and their time in His plan of things and 
already, in that time before time, has put His seal upon 
certain inevitable consequences. But not all! 


There are times when God intervenes to divert what 
would appear to be certain consequences — usually 
through accepted decisions of other people, but 
sometimes in a more personal communication or 
intervention. But why some times and not others? 
Perhaps because too much else depends upon the action, 
perhaps because it is necessary for the unfolding of His 
plan — perhaps, perhaps — who can say what is m the 


‘mind of God? 


I do not believe there is such a thing as an untimely 
death or birth. When terrible sufferings, torture and 
death are inflicted on human beings, from the unborn to 
the aged, it is a horror. But death is not horrible and 
whichever way it comes, it must always come. The horror 


that may be averted or redeemed is that of human beings 
who can do such things to their own. 


IS IT TOO wide of possibility to suggest that in His 
utter compassion, God will reach out not only to embrace 
and draw into His Life. those who have been so 
appallingly used, but also reach out to those who have 
used and tried to destroy them, and, in an anguish of 
love, accept the victimization as a means to redeem the 
souls of the perpetrators? After all, there is a precedent in 
Scripture. Jesus was born in what we might call an 
untimely period; He was, in His-innocence and purity, 
tortured and put to death. His suffering was very real; the 
injustice towering; but we can see how God’s plan was 
furthered through it. He lived and died in His proper 
time and although He died at our hands, it was, in the 
end, God’s decision. 


I do not know how people can bear to live their lives 
when suffering stalks them without this kind of assurance 
that there is a rightness and a timeliness in all that befalls 
us. It gives strength in times of emotional devastation, 
hope in times of darkness and a forward-looking optimism 
when the present seems full of despair. As surely as there 
is a time for joy and happiness, there is the time for tears 
and mourning and a time for rebuilding and knocking 
down, a time for loving and waiting. 


As I write, the springlike sunshine has dimmed, the 
clouds are gathering and the mists slipping down the 
mountainside. Good! It is in its time! 


Fundamentalist parents fight the schools 


An issue is springing up in some states where 
fundamentalist parents are removing their children from 
school and educating them at home at the risk of arrest, 


fines and even imprisonment. So fearful are they of public 
_ school values, they take on the job of educating their own 


children just as the pioneers and homesteaders without 
‘schools did.” ys 


I confess to conflicting emotions about parents’ rights 
in this thorny area of belief vs. education. If I were living 
in an isolated town in rural Utah, say, and. my children 
were subjected to daily doses of Mormon attitudes toward 
blacks, women, and Catholics, I’d be the first to collect 
my children fiom school and become their fulltime 
teacher at home. 


BUT MY husband and I are teachers and that makes a 
difference. At that, our children would come out strong in 
English and social studies but abysmally poor in science 
and math. I suspect the same is true of most at-home 
parent teachers. 


There is another side of me that. speaks to society’s 
responsibility to the education of its young. What if these 
parents decide that history is dangerous (and many do) 
and rewrite it to fit their beliefs? They could rear children 


From the Archives 
By Sister Catherine Louise LaCoste, CSd 


to believe that Catholics or Moslems are the devil 
incarnate, that Hitler was really a nice guy, and that the 
American Indians deserve extinction. 


These children would grow up to live alongside us, with 


_ their beliefs and attitudes. The issue of parents’ rights vs. 


state’s rights come to the forefront in the education of our 
young. We know that attitudes instilled early in childhood 
are difficult to change in adulthood. My heart goes out to 
those fundamentalist parents who genuinely fear that 
their children will be corrupted by a liberal education. 
Children have a way of asking uncomfortable questions of 
parents when they run into others’ interpretation of 
history and literature. 


BUT I still believe we have the best system where our 
children learn from and with others while living at home 
with parents of conviction. We can offset threats to our 
value system by our own words and modeling. We can 
teach our children that they are going to bump into a lot 
of people in life who do not agree with our beliefs by 
remaining true to our beliefs. 


The. alternative is to imprison our children in the 
cocoons of our homes and churches, pretending they will 


The Pious Fund — 


It wasn’t until 1902 that the United States and Mexico 
submitted the disputed Pious Fund case to arbitration 
under Article XXXII of the Hague Convention. This was 
the first international controversy submitted to this 
tribunal. The final decision of the court fixed the 
obligation on Mexico of paying a lump sum of 
$1,420,682.67, which amounted to 33 years of unpaid 
annuities. They also decreed that every February 2nd, 
perpetually, the Mexican government was to . pay 
$43,050.99 to the United States on deposit for the 
California bishops. Payment‘was to be in the legal 
currency of Mexico. 


Reaction on the: international level was generally 
favorable. The bishops had entered a legal agreement for 
the equitable distribution of the award. The agreement 
was among the archbishop of San Francisco, the bishop of 
Monterey-Los Angeles, the bishop of Sacramento and the 
bishop of Utah, the archbishop of Oregon, the 
Franciscans and the Jesuits. San Francisco received 
$120,503.92; Monterey-Los Angeles received 


$90,377.94; 
$30,125.98. 

IN 1905, Bishop Thomas James Conaty informed the 
pope that his payments from Mexico made possible the 
erection of several chapels on Indian reservations, as well 
as a number of churches and rectories, along with a school 
for Italian immigrants in Los Angeles. 


Sacramento $60;251.96; and Utah 


The Mexican government failed to meet its annual 
obligations to the California bishops from 1915 onward. 
Political uneasiness, intensified by Mexico’s revolution, 
accounts for much of the indifference. In addition, 
hostility, engendered by the uncompromising attitude of 
the Woodrow Wilson administration towards Mexico was 
heightened in April of 1914, just two months after the 
final Pious Fund payment was made, when the United 
States moved troops onto Mexican soil. 


It was not difficult for Mexico to justify her actions, 
especially since the United States refused to abide by the 


international ruling in the El Chamizal dispute. Chamizal _ 


never have to deal with other believers in adult life. At 
what point do we let them out? And what right do we have 
to inflict. upon them a lifelong suspicion and hatred of 
others? 


The answer, of course, is the American system — the 
schools are ours and if we don’t like what they are, we 
must work to change them. We have the vote and the 
power. If we don’t like what’s being taught, we can 
change the school board who can change the 


administration who can change the courses and teachers. ~ 


I SAID I would remove my children from that Utah 
school but before I did that, I would exhaust every 
opportunity to call the school to accountability. I would 
call every time a teacher made a slurring remark. I would 
become that anathema of education — a meddling 
mother. 


I wouldn’t want to remove my children from learning 
and socializing with peers. I wouldn’t want them to have 


‘but one teacher — me. There’s too much to learn from 


others. But I would be and have been vigilant. Our 
children and our society are too valuable to relegate them 


* to parental helplessness or apathy. 


IV 


was an 823-acre tract of land detached from Mexico to 
become part of El Paso, Texas, when the Rio Grande 


River veered from its channel during the flood of 1864. In 


the dispute, title was awarded to Mexico, but the United 
States failed to recognize the decision on the grounds that 
it exceeded the limitations stipulated in the original 
agreement of negotiations. 


IN 1931, reports were spreading that. Mexico was opes 
to conceding her claims to El] Chamizal in return for the 
cancellation by the United States of the Pious Fund deb: 
Renewed interest in a definitive settlement of tie 
Chamizal and Pious Fund disputes became evident ic 
1963, with the announcement by the presidents of the 
United States’ and Mexico that they were about io 
conclude a treaty on the Chamizal dispute. 


The final solution to this case in our time was that the 
California bishops, on their own initiative, perpetuated 
the Pious Fund by setting aside the final draft from the 
Mexican treasury into a special trust designed to train 
future priests in the traditions so long associated with the 
missionary spirit of their homeland. 
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Hispanics gear up > 
for Third Encuentro 
in August 1985 — 


Continued from page 3 


remedy low wages and poor working 


‘conditions, said Miss Jimenez. 
“‘Otherwise we won’t change much. It is 
through politics that we can get more 
humane laws.”’ 


When compared to the overall situation 
of young people today, the commitment 
of Hispanic youth to the Church here in 
the diocese is high, feels Miss Jimenez. 
‘“‘Now, more than ever, the Church is 
paying attention to us...I believe it is 
because the Church has gone back to its 
roots and dedicated itself to the poor. And 
the youth are among the poor...”’ 


THE ENCUENTRO process, she 
said, involves a  ‘‘profound 
“evangelization, not only in_ spiritual 
matters, but in broader areas of social 
justice and stronger ties of solidarity with 
Latin American countries. We have to 
speak for those who can’t speak for 
themselves.”’ 


The U.S. Hispanic population today is 
very diverse, said Miss Jimenez, and 
meeting that diversity is one of the 
challenges of the encuentro. 


But Hispanics are also very religious, 
she added: ‘‘We are working for the 
kingdom of God. That is our goal and 
that is what unites us.”’ 


HERE IN the diocese, she said, there 
has been a rapid growth in programs for 
Hispanic youth, and she credits much of 
that to Armando Medina-Flores, a 
Spanish-speaking consultant with the 
diocesan Youth Office. 


There are now hundreds of young 
people involved with Centro Guias in a 
number of groups, she said, and out of 
that experience has come her own 
involvement with the Tercer Encuentro. 


Two from diocese 
represent Region 11 
at Cursillo meeting 


DALLAS — Mrs. Joan Kuglen of St. 
Patrick parish, San Diego, was one of 24 
regional delegates at the 34th meeting of 
the National Secretariat of the United 
States Cursillo Movement that concluded 
Feb. 5. Also representing Region 11 was 
Javier Romero of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe parish, Chula Vista, the 
Hispanic delegate. 


Those gathered heard reports from the 
staff, executive committee and 12 
regional coordinators for the United 
States. The group approved a budget of 
$173,500 for the coming year for its 
national office operation. 


PLANS WERE made for a reunion of 
the regional Cursillo leaders in July. 
Father William Dougherty, OSFS, was 
named national priest adviser for a two- 
year term. 


Bishop James S. Sullivan of Lansing 
Mich., attended the meeting jin his 
capacity as National Episcopal Adviser to 
the movement. He is liaison with the 
United States bishops for the Cursillo 
movement. 


*RITHMETIC and READIN’ — Third-graders Ina Ceja and 
Jennifer Parisi concentrate on math problems in Jane Flynn’s 
classroom, while second-graders at their school, St. Rose of 
Lima, Chula Vista, look at RIF books. Reading Is Fundamental 
(RIF) is a government program which about 1,000 schools 


graders. 


Photos by Susan Nowak 


participate in. The government chips in $75 for every $100 the 
school spends on books that students can have for keeps. 
This is the fourth year of the RIF program at St. Rose School. 
Mrs. Linda Taber, librarian, is shown here with the second 


Parents feel the hurt when kids leave Church 


Continued from page 1 


‘*They take whatever we have and take 
it apart,’ Mrs. Walters said of the 
literature. Brewer’s literature attacks 
Catholicism from a scriptural standpoint, 


Mrs. Smith added. 


DESPITE THE hurt and confusion 
felt by the women, healing is their aim. 


“‘The main thing we’re trying to deal 
with is...the heartbreak. We have to learn 
to deal with this in a good way,’”’ Mrs. 
Smith said. 


She realizes her offspring are adults 
who have to be “‘released,’’ and “‘yet 
there’s still that hurt and anger and 
feeling of rejection.”’ 


BOTH WOMEN have gone through 
periods of blaming themselves and the 


Church. ‘‘You feel like it’s#your fault, —~ 


that you failed somehow...You don’t 
know whether to blame the Church for 


not having a better program for them,”’ 


Mrs. Walters said. 


Mrs. Walters’ daughters, who live in 
San Francisco and Florida, joined other 
churches while in college. She thinks they 
were looking for fellowship, ‘‘and they 


found that in the fundamentalist faith.’’ 


Mrs. Walters wishes Catholic campus 
ministers were more aggressive. ““The 
Catholics aren’t out looking for young 
people, but the fundamentalists are,’’ she 
said. 


SHE STILL wonders why her 


daughters didn’t seek out the Newman © 


Centers at their colleges. 


‘‘What we have to worry about is our 
response to these kids. We can’t keep 
worrying about what caused it,’’. Mrs. 
Smith said. 


There are many things to be dealt with, 
she added. Should a parent disown a child 
who leaves the faith? Mrs. Smith thinks 
not. ‘You have to meet them where they 
are at,’ she said. 

MRS. SMITH’S husband was a 
Protestant’ convert to Roman 
Catholicism, a move that was traumatic 
for his mother. ‘‘My mother-in-law to 
this day cannot say, ‘My son is a 
Catholic.’ ”’ 

The anti-Catholic evangelism of 
converts to fundamentalism must also be 
faced. One of Mrs. Smith’s sons gave 


Brewer literature to his brother and 
encouraged him to attend a ‘‘Mission to 
Catholics’’ talk in the Valley. 


Parents sometimes feel judged by their 
former Catholic children, Mrs. Walters 
said. One of her daughters, who is active 
in Protestant church ministries now, 
expressed concern that Mrs. Walters was 
not more ‘‘active’’ as a young Catholic 
adult. However, her daughter is single 
and Mrs. Walters had a husband and four 
children to care for, she said. 


DEALING WITH the anti-Catholic 
literature is another trial, the women said. 
They’ve considered returning the fayor 
by giving their children pamphlets on the 
Catholic faith, but haven’t found any. 
““We need resources,’’ Mrs. Smith said. 
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If there is a demand, the women will 

start a ‘‘consoling’’ support group. 

“‘We’d have to pray together,’’ Mrs. 
Smith said. ~ 


For information on joining a support 


group, contact Mrs. Smith at 344-1577. 


Happy to be Catholic: Mary Spiesman of OLA 


Continued from page 3 
had to be out and working with people,”’ 
she said. 


SHE RETURNED to San Diego and 
lived with her parents for a few months 
while she looked for work and became 
established. 


A few years ago she began looking into 
other religions, to understand them and 
to help put her faith in perspective. She 
went to Mass and visited Protestant 
churches. 


THE EXPERIENCE convinced her 
that Protestants and Catholics share 
Christianity, but differ in major ways. 
Some preachers ‘‘put down’’ things 
Catholics believe in. ‘‘When they started 


6 — Southern Cross, February 23, 1984 


putting down things I believe in, Catholic 
traditions...that was hard for me _ to 
handle. I thought ‘I don’t need this.” ”’ 


She had never heard priests or Sisters 


‘ condemn beliefs held by Protestants, she 


said. Examining denominations 
strengthened her faith in Catholicism. ‘‘I 
did decide it was for me,”’ she said. 
‘*There was always something missing”’ 
at other churches. 


Now, Miss Spiesman attends Mass at 
Our Lady of Angels, a parish community 
where she has a sense of ‘‘belonging.”’ 
She sings in a folk group there and does 
‘‘odds and ends’’ for the parish. 

ABOUT A year ago, on the feast day 
of the Holy Family, Father Douglas 
Regin, who is in residence at the parish, 


asked all the wedded couples to stand and 
renew their marriage vows. 

Then, he asked singles to stand and say 
a special prayer. “‘It was nice to know 
somebody realizes there are singles and 
they are important too,’’ she said. That 
event also sealed her sense of belonging 
there. 

Miss 


Spiesman is membership 


“chairman for the Catholic Alumni Club 


and represents that club on the Singles 
Ministry Council. Nearly five years ago 
she was looking for something in the 
Church for people her age. 

THERE IS no single thing that makes 
Miss Spiesman happy about her faith. 
“‘The history we have and _ the 
traditions...all of that makes me happy to 
be Catholic,’’ she said. 
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By Mary Kenny 


NC News Service 


If the life of Catherine de 
Hueck Doherty were presented 
as a movie no one would believe 
it. Born into a wealthy Russian 
rural family in 1900, she was 
married to a Russian baron at 15. 
She served actively in World War 
I as a nurse, only to be forced to 
flee Russia during the 1917 
revolution. 

The young woman settled in 
Canada. There she went from 
poverty to financial success by 
the age of 30. She had joined a 
lecture circuit bringing culture 
and entertainment to rural 
America. Her lecture topic: 
herself, the Russian baroness, and 
her native land. i 

Actually, when she joined the 
circuit she was so poor she had 
nothing appropriate to wear. She 
made a gown from a black velvet 
funeral shroud. : 
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Despite — or because of — her 
early experiences, she was a 
woman of prayer. At the height 
of her financial success, she 
describes the voice of God 
“laughing and saying, “You can't 
escape me, Catherine, you 
can’t.’’’ She tried to ignore it but 
- couldn't. 

She responded by selling what 
she owned and moving into 
Toronto’s slums. She planned to 
lead an obscure life, praying and 
serving the poor. 

But the lone mission she envi- 
sioned was not to last. Others 
came to join her. Their work ex- 
panded into the first Friendship 
House, a storefront apostolate to 
the poor in Toronto during the 
Depression. 

Mrs. Doherty went to New 
York City at the invitation of 
Jesuit Father John LaFarge. 
There she established a Friend- 
ship House in Harlem and spoke 
of racial justice — not a 
popular topic in some quarters, 
she recalls. Other Friendship 
Houses were opened in cities 
like Chicago and Portland, 

Ore. 

It is not surprising that poverty 
became a theme in her writing. 
For her life was strongly influenc- 


ed by an ongoing 
concern for social 
justice. In her books 
one finds much on the 
meaning of spiritual 
poverty and de- 
tachment. — 

In 1947 after many 
years in social action, 
Mrs. Doherty left the 
United States for Com- 
bermere, a Canadian 
village in central On- 
tario. As before, others 
came to join her. Madon- 
na House was founded. 

Mrs. Doherty is a woman 
who speaks sincerely and 
simply, going directly to 
the heart of things. One gets 
the sense she would dress 
the same, speak the same, 
whether meeting a prince 
Or a pauper. 

She often has written of 
life’s contrasts. And she 
knows-her subject well. 

—A wealthy 
woman, she embrac- 
ed poverty. 

—A social activist, she 
struggled to balance this 
with silence and 
contemplation. é 

At Madonna House, the 
members form a com- 
munity. They serve the 
many families and in- 
dividuals who arrive 
there for spiritual direc- 
tion, Or On retreat, or to 


e February 1984 e 


A supplement to Catholic newspapers, 


published with grant assistance from Cath- 
olic Church Extension Society, by the Na- 
tional Catholic News Service, 1342 Massa- 
chusetts Ave. N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20005. All contents copyright © 1984 by 
NC News Service. 


ie 


Individuality. Community. Striking a balance 
between the two has been a favorite theme 
in the writings and life of one contemporary 
woman of prayer. Personal solitude and life as 
part of a community are not opposed; they 
complement each other, according to 
Catherine de Hueck Doherty. 


spend some quiet time 
away from hectic sche- 
dules. The commun- 
ity carries Out charit- 
able services to the 
poor, as well. 

Mrs. Doherty finds 
that forming a com- 
munity is like form- 
ing a family. In both 
cases people try to 
create bonds of love. 
To do so people 
must accept each 
other as they are, 
she believes. ““You 
must develop the 
ability to see the 
positive in each 
other...to see 

each other’s tal- 
ents and to... 

. be glad about 

, them.” 

But problems 

and difficul- 

ties are part 

of family life 

too. They can 

be viewed as 

causes of 

despair or as 
opportunities: to 
grow, she 

believes. 

To form a commun- 
ity, people need 

the courage to 

share their faults 
and weaknesses. 


Merely sharing a 


roof and meals does not create a 
community of love, she believes. 
How to find the point of 
balance between community 
life and personal solitude has 
been a favorite topic of Mrs. 
Doherty. From her Russian 
heritage, she introduced to 
America what is know as the 
“poustinia’’ — a little hermitage 
for reflection. Many Madonna 
House visitors spend some time 
in the little cabins set apart as 
““poustinias’’ there. 
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But what of those who are 
necessarily immersed in the 
demands of the world and may 
never get to a Madonna House 
with its opportunities for 
solitude? In one of her obser- 
vations — offered in her disarm- 
ingly simple and direct way — 
Mrs. Doherty points to the 
moments of silence every person 
experiences, while getting dress- 
ed, or lingering over a cup of 
coffee, or jogging along a quiet 
road. 

Such moments, she writes, can 
be used ‘bythe Christian, And us- 
ed they must be! For the person 
needs the order and tranquility 
that can grow out of these quiet 
times. : 

Concrete and practical, Mrs. 
Doherty speaks, not in theory, 
but from the various experiences 
of more than 80 years at trying 
to balance the ingredients of 
Christian life. 


(Mrs. Kenny, with ber husband 
Dr. James Kenny, writes a week- 
ly syndicated column on family 


' life.) 
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To bridge your worlds 


By David Gibson 
NC News Service 


For several months, a new pro- 
ject in his office had consumed 
much of the man’s attention. It 
was a project carried forward by 
the efforts of a team. The man’s 
role in the project was challeng- 
ing to him. 

This man felt exhilarated by 
the project. It involved him in 
something fresh. Best of all, it 
allowed him to work with others 
in ways he found rewarding. 

At the same time, many of the 
man’s older tasks in the office 
still demanded his attention. Not 
that he objected. For he placed 
considerable value on those tasks 
too; he believed he had grown as 
a person because of them. 

This man’s agenda for most 
workweeks included several 
duties that he performed in- 
dividually — on his own, you 
might say. The only fly in the 
ointment was that, as the new 
team project demanded more and 
more time, it began to conflict 
with the man’s individual tasks. 

Little by little, he began to ex- 
perience this conflict as a pro- 
blem. As the days rolled by, the 
problem became a source of 
stress to him. 

Readers undoubtedly will 
recognize this man’s. dilemma: 
How can he balance the team 
work he values with the individual 
work he also values? Is there 
room for both in his life at work? 

Actually, the perfect balance bet- 
ween individual life and life with 
others is hard to come by for 
anyone. Most people know what 
it is to feel somewhat “unbalanc- 
ed”’ about this. At times, 
people may even begin to doubt 
that this balance is important. 

—Since society appears to 
reward individual and independent 
accomplishments, the value of 
pursuits carried out with others 
can be lost sight of at times. 

—Or, the value of individuality 
may drift out of sight in situa- 
tions where community pursuits 
alone are valued. 

Exhilaration can turn to ex- 
asperation when people sense 
that the balance they require bet- 
ween community and individuali- 
ty is missing. Think of the parent 
who exclaims after several days 
of unending activity with 
children: “I never have time 
even to sit down and think!” 

Catherine de Hueck Doherty 
found that the balance between 
the busy pace of life with others 
and quiet time alone — however 
brief — is a key factor to reckon 
with in the Christian life. Her 
discussion about this took shape 
in the image of a bridge. 

It is a real bridge spanning the 


short distance from an island 
where Mrs. Doherty has lived in 
the Madawaska River near Com- 
bermere, Ontario, to the com- 
munity of Christians at Madonna 
House, which she founded. 

For her, community life and in- 
dividual life are not opposed. In 
fact, she wrote, only in com- 
munity can a person “‘attain to 
the full measure of individuality 
and personality.’’ That is part of 
the mystery of community. 

But she found a mystery in the 
quiet life on her island too. 
Whenever she crossed over the 
bridge to life alone on her island, 
Mrs. Doherty said she sensed an 
important task awaited her that 
could not be accomplished on 
the mainland. 

In all of this she saw a basic 
pattern of life for Christians. And 
she suggested, without this pat- 
tern people begin to experience 
stress in various ways: 

—Without community, where 
one experiences what others are 
really like, one may become fear- 
ful of those who are different. 

—Without some solitude, one 
may begin to feel confused and 
diffused as a person. 

The movement back and forth 
from individual life to life with 
others actually may be a basic 
rhythm in all of life — at work, 
at home, wherever.) 

Mrs. Doherty would argue that 
the rhythm is good for Christians 
to ponder. For her, time alone 
enriches the time spent with 
others; and time with others 
enriches the time spent alone. 


’ 


(Gibson is editor of Faith 
Today.) 
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life’s dimensions 
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NC News 
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The prophet’s pace: burning the midnigh 


By Father John Castelot 
NC News Service 


Amos was a shepherd, putting 
in long, lonely, toilsome hours. 
He really was a busy man. 

“IT was no prophet nor have I 
belonged to a company of pro- 
phets,’’ Amos exclaims in the Old 
Testament account of how God 
called him. “‘I was a shepherd 
and a dresser of sycamores. The 
Lord took me from following the 
flock and said to me, ‘Go, pro- 
phesy to my people Israel.’’’ 
(Amos 7:14-15) 

In effect, God called Amos 
while the prophet-to-be was at 
work. Interestingly enough, Amos 
was ready to hear what God 
would say. 

Something similar happened 


with the prophet Isaiah. He was 


an aristocrat. What’s more, he 


was deeply involved in state af- 
fairs. Still he must have been sen- 
sitive to God’s presence. He was 
ready when the shattering ex- 
perience that changed his life 
came — when he saw ‘“‘the Lord 
seated on a high and lofty throne, 
with the train of his garment fill- 
ing the temple.” (Isaiah 6) 

Jesus was presumably a 
carpenter Or an artisan of some 
sort before his public ministry 
began. This meant working long 
hours with relatively primitive 
tools and equipment. 

And when his public ministry 
began it was not the beginning of 
a period of leisure, but one of in- 
tense activity. In fact, Jesus’ 
ceaseless activity gave his family 
cause for grave concern, and we 
learn that it was difficult for him 
to withdraw from the crowds. 

Yet, in the midst of his activi- 


ty, we read that on one occasion, 
“rising early’’ in the morning, ~ 
“he went off to a lonely place in 
the desert; there he was absorbed 
in prayer.’”’ (Mark 1:35) The 
Gospel of Luke is punctuated 
with references to Jesus’ prayer 
in the midst of unremitting toil. 

It would be hard to imagine 
anyone busier than St. Paul. Yet 
prayer was the very fabric of his 
life — and a hard life it was. 
Some scholars estimate conser- 
vatively that Paul walked about 
1,200 miles over difficult terrain 
to preach the good news. 

Paul founded and instructed 
many new communities of Chris- 
tians. It was demanding, time- 
consuming work. And all the 
while Paul insisted on supporting 
himself by manual labor. 

Still, even a casual reading of 
Paul’s letters reveals the extent to 
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Life, filtered by community 


By Katharine Bird 


NC News Service 


Adopted as a child, Philippa 
Palfrey for years harbors the 
comfortable fantasy that her 
biological parents were wealthy 
aristocrats. But when she obtains 
a copy of her birth certificate at 
the age of 18, her world turns 
upside down. oe 

The young woman discovers 


that her father died in prison; her 


mother is about to be released 
from prison after serving time for 
killing a child. These discoveries 
occur in the novel titled ‘“‘Inno- 
cent Blood,” by British author 
P.D. James. 

Just as I finished the absorbing 
novel, I coincidentally had an in- 
terview with theologian Anthony 
Tambasco. We were discussing 
how the church community tries 
to build on an individual’s per- 
sonal life.” 

The novel and the interview 


were unrelated. Nonetheless, they 


became related in my mind. 
Tambasco, a professor at 
Georgetown University in 
Washington, D.C., told about us- 
ing the Gospel of Mark to lead 
students toward a better 


_ understanding of how Scripture 


and their personal histories relate. 
A major theme in Mark’s 


_ Gospel is the slowness of the _ 
disciples at recognizing Jesus as _ 


the Messiah. Jesus repeatedly _ 
warns people not to tell anyone 
what he has done to help them. 
Only after Jesus’ death and resur- 
rection do the disciples recognize 
what kind of Messiah Jesus is. 

Explaining why Mark hammers 
this home, Tambasco said he 


ta 


Inight oil | 
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which prayer was a force in his 
work. At times his prayer even 
reached mystical heights, as we 
read in the 12th chapter of the 
second letter to the Corinthians: 
“I know a man in Christ who, 14 
years ago, was snatched up to 
the third heaven....to hear words 
which cannot be uttered, words 
which no man may speak.”’ 
Though Paul doesn’t say so, the» 
man he knew was surely himself.’ 
What was true of the prophets, 
of Jesus and Paul, has been true 


- of Christians in every age. A great 


many of the extraordinarily holy 
persons of history were extraor- 
dinarily busy people who main- 
tained a consciousness of God’s 
presence in their lives. 


(Father Castelot teaches at St. 


John’s Seminary, Plymouth, Mich.) 


thinks Mark wants people to 
make-a connection between the 
disciples and themselves — to 
enter into their own process of 
discovery. Mark pushes readers 
to see that by dealing with events 
in their own lives, they can come 
to discover who Jesus is and 
what he means. 

Thinking this over, I was 
reminded again of “Innocent 
Blood.” The unsettling events in 
Ms. Palfrey’s life were a stark 
reminder that the personal events 
Mark urged people to deal with 
can be hard to handle, even 
overwhelming. 

The novei’s final chapter takes 
place after evening services in a 
chapel. Ms. Palfrey’s comments 
then indicate that she somehow 
has come to terms with events — 
including an encounter with her 
biological mother — that led to a 
crucial turning point for her. 

Reflecting on her life, I began 
to realize just how much is 
sometimes implied when we 


speak of the church as a compas- » 


sionate and supportive communi- 
ty that can contribute to our in- 
dividual lives. For Ms. Palfrey, an 
individual quest had become all- 
consuming and highly charged. 
On a less dramatic scale than that 
found in the novel, perhaps, . 
most people have consuming in- 
dividual or personal concerns. 
"How does the community dim- 
ension of church life help here? 

“Being with other people” in 
the church can be very helpful, 
Tambasco suggested. Listening to 
the readings or homilies during a 
liturgy, or sharing experiences 
with other Christians in small 
parish or family groups, helps 
people develop insights into their 
Own experiences. 

Think about what the Bible is, 
he proposed. “‘Ultimately it deals 
with every kind of situation.” 
Also, particular biblical texts 
speak to people in different ways 
at different stages in their lives. 

He noted that the Bible was 
developed in a community set- 
ting, to be read and shared. 

“The faith experience builds 
on what we are as human be- 
ings,’ the professor observed. He 
drew a parallel between the way 
we grow as human beings and as 
believers. People learn what it is 
to be human by their association 
with others, not in isolation from 
each other. : 

Similarly, he continued, we 
become Christians and develop 
confidence in dealing with our 
personal history through seeing 
how other people have dealt — 
and are dealing — with similar 
situations. 


(Ms. Bird is associate editor of 
Faith Today.) 


FOOD... 
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Just how important is the com- 
munity dimension of Christian 
life that one hears so much about 
today? 

“Christian life and worship 
presuppose community — a will- 
ingness to learn from others and 
to be open to others,” the U.S. 
bishops said in a recent message 
they issued on the liturgy. 

In Christian life, an individual 
or personal spirituality is impor- 
tant. But it is incomplete, the 
bishops indicated, without the 
spirituality of the Christian com- 
munity that worships together. 

The bishops’ message came on 
the 20th anniversary of Vatican 
Council II’s Constitution on the 
Liturgy. The anniversary, they 
said, offered an opportunity not 
only to commemorate a past and 
significant event, “but also to 
evaluate its effect and to foster its 
continued importance for the 
future of the church.” 

One theme repeated over and 
over in the bishops’ message 
concerns the value and the role 
of the community in Christian 
life. The bishops state: 

—Much progress has been 
made over the past generation to 
help people develop a sense of 
communal prayer. 

—Today’s'liturgy is a growing 


1. How would you discuss the 
following assertion? Problems can 
develop in a home because — 

a) there is so much emphasis 


- on the individual’s needs that the 


needs of the family as a whole 
are neglected. 

b) there is so much emphasis 
on the needs of the family as a 
whole that the needs of the in- 
dividuals are neglected: 

Do you agree that problems 
can develop for either of these 
reasons? 

2. Do you think people ever 
achieve a perfect balance bet- 
ween their individual life and 
their life together with others? 
Between the personal and the 
community dimensions of life? 

3. Why can Catherine de 
Hueck Doherty say, in the article 
by David Gibson, that communi- 
ty life enhances one’s 
individuality? 

4. Do you think that some time- 
spent alone — even a brief time 
— can enhance what one brings 
to his or her life with others? 

5. What difference do you 
think it makes that the church is’ 
a community? How many ways 


...for thought 


sign and instrument of communi- 
ty — people at one with each 
other and with God. 

—The personal prayer of in- 
dividual Christians is important; it 
“ensures that they will come to 
the liturgy with the proper 
dispositions.” 

—Personal prayer, however, 
“does not displace the liturgy 
nor is it a substitute for it.”’ 

—“The way the church prays 
and worships should be the way 
individual Christians pray and 
worship. In that sense the liturgy 
is normative for Christian 
Spirituality.” 

—The renewal of the Mass has 
set Out “‘a rite that is simple and 
uncluttered, a rite which 
underscores the unity and bond 
of the assembly.” 

—QOne means by which Christ 
is manifested in worship is 
“through the community itself 
gathered in prayer and song.”’ 

God makes “‘close and intimate 
contact with each human life,”’ 
said the bishops. “‘The generation 
after the council’’ is challenged 
to reaffirm this. It also is 
challenged “‘to stress the impor- 
tance of prayer and especially 
liturgical prayer as the principal 
means by which God interacts 
with his people.” 


..for discussion 


can you think of in which the 
church, because it is a communi- 
ty, contributes to the personal 
lives of its members? 


SECOND HELPINGS 


Catherine de Hueck Doherty 
has written about the ex- 
periences of her life and her 
development as a Catholic lay 
woman in numerous books. 
“Fragments of My Life’ con- 
tains her thoughts taken from 
different periods in her life. 
Chapters deal with her early 
memories as a child, growing up 
in Egypt, job hunting in New 
York, her identification with the 
poor and some comments on 
Vatican Council Il. (Ave Maria 
Press, 1979, Notre Dame, Ind. 
46556. $3.95.) Another of her 
books, still available in some 
book stores and in libraries is 
titled ‘| Live on an Island.” 
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CHILDREN’S STORY HOUR 


‘Come with me 
to the temple 


By Janaan Manternach 
NC News Service 


“Mark,” the Roman lawyer 
called out to his friend in 
Jerusalem. ‘““‘Where are you going 

- in such a hurry?” 

“Tm going to the temple,”’ 
Mark answered. ‘““Why don’t you 
come along?”’ 

The Roman lawyer, whose 
name was Lucius, was curious. 
He decided to go with Mark. He 
wondered what the temple was 
like. 

This was in the time of the 
very early Christians, people in a 
society of Judaism. The conversa- 
tion between Mark and Lucius 
tells us something about the daily 
life of the early Christians. 

“You told me before that you 
and your friends who believe in 
Jesus pray a lot in your homes,” 
Lucius said to Mark as they walk- 
ed through the narrow city 
streets. ‘““Why do you go to the 
temple then?”’ 

Mark responded that ‘‘Jesus 
went to the temple very often. 
He prayed there with the rest of 
the people. He preached there 
often. The temple still means a 
lot to us.”’ 

“What exactly is done there?”’ 
Lucius continued. ““How often do 
you go?” 

“Often we go as a group to 
pray at least once a day,’’ Mark 
began to explain. “Sometimes we 
go twice. We pray together the 
ancient prayers of our people. 
We call them psalms.’ 

By then Mark and Lucius had 


come into the temple area, Sarah 
and Suzanna met them there. 

“Hello, Lucius,’’? Sarah said 
with a smile. “We are happy you 
are coming with Mark.’’ Next the 
three of them went on to 
describe to Lucius what the tem- 
ple was like and what was done 
there. 

“This is called the Court of the 
Gentiles,’’ Suzanna told Lucius. 
“You are welcome to come in 
here.” 

“The next area is called the 
Court of the Women,” Sarah 
said. ‘‘That’s where we make our 
contributions.” 

“And the next area behind that 
is the Court of Israel,’ Mark ex- 
plained. “There the people 
gather to burn incense to honor 
God. They pray together as the 
incense burns.” 

“Beyond that is the Court of 
the Priests,” Suzanna told Lucius. 
“The altar of sacrifice is there. 
Each morning and evening the 
priests offer sacrifices: They offer 
animals like lambs to God. They 
also offer cereal.” 

“The temple,’’ Sarah said, “‘is a 
house of worship and of God. 
We go there to pray to God.” 

“Tm sorry I can’t join you in- 
side the temple,’ Lucius said sad- 
ly. “But please pray forme to 
your God.” 


This week’s Story Hour ts bas- 
ed on Acts 2:46; 3:1-11; 5:12-42. 


(Ms. Manternach is the author 
of numerous catechetical books 
and articles for children.) 


HOW ABOUT YOU? 


Children’s Reading Corner 


: The church is more than a building made of wood, brick and stone. 
it is also God’s people — all kinds of people. ‘‘The Church: Learning About 
God’s People,” by Carole S. Matthews, is a book that helps children grasp 
this idea. In short and simple sentences the different ‘‘parts”’ of the “body 
‘ of Christ’ are explained and a brief history is told of how the early church 
got started. (Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. 


Louis, Mo. 63118. Paperback.) 


Another book for children about the church is ‘‘The Cathedral Book,”’ 
by Maureen Gallagher. (Paulist Press, 545 Island Rd., Ramsey, N.J. 


07446. Paperback.) 


Bringing Holy Communion to an 
85-year-old shut-in in the poverty- 
ridden backwoods of southern Mis- 
souri is one way Sister Mary Claudia 
Wissman, D.C., serves God. 

Because she is a registered nurse, 
Sister Mary brings medical assistance 
to a deprived people who rarely see 
either a doctor or a_ hospital. She 
serves with two other sisters who are 
religious education and social services 
experts. 

Supported by a grant from the 
Catholic Church Extension Society, 
they work as a team to heal the spirit 
and bodies of people who will never 
realize the American dream. Their 


Inside the outlines of this church 
building write down words, or 
draw in some little pictures, that 
help to tell what is inside the 
church. For example, there is 
love in the church. Put the word 
“love” inside your church. Other 


words you might write in: 
“people”; “singing.” Now 
add some more words. or 
drawings. 


MN 
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‘work is demanding, frustrating, re- 
warding—and vital. But their team is 
too small to succeed alone. It needs 
you. 

Join us and become a member of the 
Extension Society team. Although you 
won't be Present, personally in. the 
home missions, your impact will be felt 
in this holy effort, Together we can 


bring the word of Christ to those who 


might never hear it. 

Write for a free subscription. to 
Extension magazine today and discov- 
er the difference you can make. 
Together we can achieve God's goal 
here in our own beloved country. 


The Catholic Church 


EXTENSION society 


35 East Wacker Drive ® Chicago, Illinois 50601 
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By Father Kenneth J. Doyle 
VATICAN CITY (NC) — Pope John -Paul II’s 


apostolic letter on the Christian meaning of suffering, 
released Feb. 10, was written by a man who is no stranger 
to sorrow and pain. 


‘By the time Karol Wojtyla, the future pope, was 20 
years old, he had’come to grips with the deaths of his three 
closest relatives. 


* WHEN HE was almost nine years old, his mother 
died. His brother Edmund, a doctor, died of scarlet fever 
when Karol was 12. His father, with whom he shared an 
apartment in Cracow, Poland, died when he was 20. 


Friends describe Wojtyla; on the night of his father’s 
death, kneeling for 12 hours in prayer and grief at the 
bedside of the man who had been his closest companion 
and strongest influence. 


Friends also describe the young Wojtyla as athletic, 
witty and friendly, but with a pensive and meditative side 
deepened by the struggles with tragedy. 


ADDED TO the losses of the three people closest to 
him, were the hardships placed on Wojtyla by the political 
situation during his youth. 


At dawn on Sept. 1, 1939, the German blitzkrieg 
then a 19-year-old university student, walked through 
smoking rubble to assist at Mass in his parish church. The 
Nazis closed the University of Cracow, so Wojtyla, 
several classmates and a few teachers continued their 
courses in secret, slipping individually into houses to meet 
and hold classes in hushed tones. 


Later, during the war, Wojtyla worked in a stone 
quarry and a chemical plant while attending seminary 
classes clandestinely. 


THE COMMUNIST takeover of Poland after the war 
extended the repression of the Polish people. In 1948, asa 
student priest in Rome, the man who would later become 
pope decided to return to his homeland after Polish 
Communist leaders had arrested 700 priests. 


Later, as archbishop of Cracow, Wojtyla constantly did 
battle with government officials who prohibited parochial 
schools, opposed the formation of Catholic lay groups and 
severely restricted Church use of the media. 


Yet thoughout his years as a priest in Poland, Wojtyla 
preserved his blend of the carefree and the profound. He 
hiked, camped, canoed and skied with student groups, 
_entertaining them with a guitar at campfires but engaging 

‘them “also ~ in ‘serious philosophical: ‘and religious 
discussions. 


FOR ALL of the hardships which have dotted his 
history, the event which prompted the pope to reflect most 
of all on suffering was probably the attempt on his life in 
St. Peter’s Square on May 13, 1981. 


Seriously wounded by a bullet which sliced through his 
intestines, the pope spent nearly 100 days in a Rome 
hospital. 

The pope has said that his concern for the sick and the 
suffering intensified followng his own brush with death. 
Last September in Vienna, Austria, he shared with a 
group of invalids his own experience and said that 
through the wonders of medicine, he was standing before 
them ‘‘as a healthy man, but not as a.stranger.’’ 


THE EXPERIENCES and reflections of the 63-year- 
old pope are wrapped together in his new 16,000-word 
apostolic letter, On the Christian Meaning of Human Suffering. 


The pope’s document is a closely reasoned and deeply 
philosophical essay. 


In summary, it says that suffering enters everyone’s 
life. ‘It can be viewed as pointless, and thus lead to 
frustration. Or it can be seen as positive because: 


ESCONDIDO —' Bi: ‘lingual lectures on ‘“‘Our~ 


Response to the Lord’s Call’”’ ‘will be featured in the 
of the. 


second season RENEW kick- Off at Church 
Resurrection, March 3. 

The ‘‘Happening’’ will include talks in Spanish and 
English by deacons, laity and a priest from 9 a.m. to 2 
p-m. at the church, 1445 Conway Drive. A film about the 
Shroud of Turin, believed to be Christ’s burial cloth, will 
be shown. 

RENEW sign-ups begin at 8:30 . Participants should 
bring a sandwich and snack to ‘share. For details, call 
747-4550. 
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smashed through Poland. Several hours later, Wojtyla,, 


e It can lead the one afflicted to a deeper union with 
God and secure God’s blessings for other people; 


e It offers peeple the chance to be kind to those who 
suffer. 


IN THIS sense, the pope said, ‘‘suffering is something 
good before which the Church bows down in reverence.”’ 


The fact that suffering can be viewed as good does not 
mean that a person should acquiesce in the presence of 
suffering and do nothing to relieve it, however. The pope 
points out that some types of suffering are directly caused 
by human depravity, such as war, and people should do 
all in their power to eradicate them. 


The pope previously expressed this attitude in a talk to 
a group of hospital patients in Nigeria in 1982. 


ALTHOUGH GOD allows suffering to exist, ‘“‘He 
does not enjoy it....He expects us to take the ordinary 
means to prevent, relieve and remove suffering and 
sickness,’’ the pope said. 


But even after all these efforts, the pope suggested in 
the apostolic letter, some suffering will still exist: physical 
pain and the ‘‘moral pain’’ which comes from such things 
as loss of loved ones, the lack of basic freedoms, loneliness 
or anxiety over the future. His letter is an instructional 
booklet on how to use such situations positively. 


In the letter, the pope shows great sympathy for those 
who find suffering difficult to comprehend. 


‘““ALMOST ALWAYS, the individual enters suffering 
with a typically human protest and with the question 
‘Why?’ ”’ the letter said. 


The very struggle itself to grapple for understanding 
and the feeling that one’s suffering might be useless, are 
themselves a part of the pain, the pope added. 


For the person mired in such anxiety, Christianity 
offers a new insight, said the letter. The life of Christ 
shows how suffering can be linked to love and to triumph. 
And integral to Christian faith is the belief that Christ’s 
redemption is still going on, that it is being applied to new 
individuals and new situations each day because there are 
people offering their sufferings for others. 


THE PERSON who sees with this. insight, suggested 
the pope, can be certain that ‘‘he is serving, like Christ, 
the salvation of his brothers and sisters’’ and that he is 
“‘carrying out an irreplaceable service.” 


An emphasis on this thesis, that those who suffer can 
help others, has been a constant in Pope John Paul’s 
pontificate. Within 24 hours of his election in 1978 he 
went to see a friend, Polish Archbishop Andrzej Deskur, 
in a Rome hospital. There the new pope told a group of 
patients that he was entrusting the success of his 
pontificate to the prayers of those who are sick and 
suffering. 


Last Jan. 11, the pope asked the sick during a 
Wednesday general audience ‘‘to offer to the Lord your 
sufferings for peace among people, for the return of God 
to those who do not know Him, who’ do not believe in 
Him or fight Him, and so that there will be no more war 
on earth, above all so that the world may be spared the 
trial of nuclear conflict.’’ 


ANOTHER BENEFIT of suffering, said the pope’s 
apostolic letter, is the time which it often gives for 
meditative thought. 


“In suffering there is concealed a particular power that 
draws a person interiorly close to Christ, a special grace,” 
he said. 


He also noted that “‘it is suffering, more than anything 
else, which clears the way for the grace which transforms 
human souls.’’ 
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NC photo/UPI 
POPE FALLS — Seconds after being shot and wounded 
seriously in St. Peter’s Square on May 13, 1981, Pope 
John Paul Il slumps in the arms of his aides. 
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BY SHOWING perseverance under suffering, the 
pope said, ‘‘the individual unleashes hope.’’ This was an 
echo of his words in Austria last September, when he 
asked the sick to ‘‘teach us, the healthy, to accept it (the 
cross) i in good time and to bear it with courage, everyone 
in his own way.’ 


As to the responsibility of other people when confronted 
with those who are suffering, the pope’s words were 
strong and clear. He said that, like the Good Samaritan, 
we must ‘‘stop beside the suffering of another person, 
whatever form it takes.’ 


Sympathy and compassion, he added, are not enough. 
There must be “‘activity aimed at bringing help.”’ 


THE POPE brought his lesson to a close at the end of 
his letter. 


“At one and the same time Christ has taught man to do 
good by his suffering and to do good to those who suffer,”’ 
he said. 


“In this double aspect, He has completely revealed the 
meaning of suffering,’’ concluded the pope. 
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Human rights pix 
are gloomy, says. 
State Department 


WASHINGTON (NC) — The world 
human rights picture continued to be 
gloomy last year although some 
improvements in Latin America were 
noted, according to the State 
Department’s recently released 1983 
human rights report. 


Nonetheless, Latin America continued 
to have its problems, too, the report said. 
In El Salvador, for example, it found 
continued use of torture by _ security 
forces, murderous activity by right-wing 
death squads linked to government 
forces, and a _ broken-down and 
intimidated judicial system. 


IT FOUND a somewhat encouraging 
sign in Salvadoran government interest in 
resolving these and other problems, 
however. 


El Salvador’s ‘‘far-right death squads, 
some of which have had links with 
elements in the security forces, assumed a 
higher profile during the last half of 1983 
by targeting prominent individuals and 
forcing the media to carry their 
communiques,’’ the report said. It noted 
that the death squads have claimed 
responsibility for a number of murders 
and other acts of violence. 


According to ‘‘credible evidence,”’ 
security forces in Nicaragua also were 
involved in torture and killing of detained 
persons, the report said. It also cited the 
exile of thousands of people at odds with 
Nicaragua’s Marxist-influenced 
Sandinista government. 


IN GUATEMALA, some _ 1,600 
political killings occurred in 1983, the 
report said. In addition, the Guatemalan 
security forces, including the army, were 
believed responsible for ‘‘arbitrary deaths 
and disappearances’? while reports of 
‘‘massacres and other atrocities’ 


_ continued, the report added. 


Elsewhere in Latin America, the State 
Department assessment found 
improvements, especially in Argentina 
where military rule ended with the 
election of a civilian government 
apparently determined to carry out 


reforms. 
‘“‘One of the most hopeful 
developments in recent years — the 


march of democracy in Latin America — - 


has gone largely unnoticed,’’ it said. 
Progress has been made in Brazil, 
Panama, Peru and Bolivia, it said. 


HOWEVER, ABUSES occurred in 
Cuba, Surinam, Paraguay, Haiti and 
Guyana, the report stated. 


‘*The Cuban government continues to 
violate human rights on a large scale,’’ 
according to the report, which gave as an 
example the death sentences handed 
down to organizers of an independent 
trade union. 


In the Philippines, it found a small 
increase in tolerance for dissidence, as 
indicated by the demonstrations and 
criticism of the government that followed 
the assassination of opposition leader 
Benigno Aquino. ‘“‘Arbitrary arrest, 
detention, disappearances, torture’’ and 
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Yugoslav apparitions get close scrutiny. 


Continued from page 1 


James Church, the center of the village 
parish. 


The six include four girls: Vidka 
Ivankovich, 19; Mirjana Dragicevich, 18; 
Marina Paulovich, 17; and Ivanka 
Ivankovich, 18. The other two are boys: 
Ivan Dragicevich, 18; and Jacov Colo, 


12: 


THE YOUTHS described the Virgin 
Mary as dressed in a gray gown with a 
blue cape and carrying the child Jesus in 
her arms. She has, they said, a halo of 
small stars around her head. 


When the young people asked the 
woman who she was, they say she 
answered, ‘‘the queen of peace.’’ She 
requested that people pray, do penance 
and receive the sacraments frequently. 


At the first apparition, the children said 
that Mary asked them if they had any 
special requests. Only the youngest, 
Jacov Colo, who was 10 at the time, 
replied saying that he would like her to 
help his friend who was paralyzed since 
birth. 


AFTERWARD THE paralyzed boy 
recovered his health in a way which 
experts have said is medically 
unexplainable. Also unexplained were the 
recovery of a blind man and a woman 
with cancer. 


Thousands of people come to the parish 
church to pray and, before his arrest, to 
hear the preaching of the pastor, 
Franciscan Father Jozo Zovko. 


Father Zovko had said he could not 
document the apparitions, but his attitude 
was that if such an event could happen at 
Lourdes, France, and Fatima, Portugal, 
it could happen in. Yugoslavia. 


Virgin. 


THE YUGOSLAVIAN government 
does not want Medjugorje to become an 
international religious shrine and has 
made a number of attempts to discourage 
pilgrimages to the site. 


Communist officials have said that the 
apparitions were concocted as a 
‘‘publicity trick,’’ and that they involve 
“‘the use of religion as an instrument for 
political purposes.”’ 


The Catholic hierarchy is closely 
watching events at Medjugorje, but has 
not made a judgment on the validity of 
the apparitions. Bishop Pavao Zanic of 


Mostar, the diocese in which the village is 
located, has defended the integrity of the 
six youths, however, and denied that the 
story was fabricated by Father Zovko. 
BISHOP ZANIC issued a statement 
saying that if the apparitions were an 
invention of the youths, they would end of 
their own accord, but if they were from 
God, they would be lasting. 
The reservations expressed 
statement are characteristic. of the 
Church’s approach to such situations, 
which involves looking at the effects of the 
devotion, and the veracity and stability of 
the claimants. 


the ‘“‘summary execution’’ of reputed 
insurgents were carried out by security 
forces, although the number of incidents 
may have decreased after Aquino’s 
murder, the report said. 


AROUND THE world, human rights 
did not fare well in numerous nations, 
including the Soviet Union, China, South 
Africa and Iran, the report said. 


The Soviet Union continued repression 
of Christians and Jews, peace activists 
and independent trade union organizers, 
and failed ‘“‘to meet accepted 
international standards,’’ the report said. 


China, while becoming somewhat 
more open, continued a crackdown on 
“‘cultural contamination’’ and conducted 
a massive anti-crime drive that 
emphasized death sentences. _ 

IN IRAN, ‘‘virtually all opposition 
groups have been eliminated,’’ with the 
government engaging in executions and 
‘‘barbaric’’ persecution of the Bahai 
religious sect, the report said. ‘‘Iran’s 
human rights record under the current 
regime remains one of the worst in the 
world,”’ 

South Africa continued discrimination 
against the non-white majority, including 
forced resettlement. of blacks, indefinite 
detentions without charges or access to an 
attorney, various other actions taken 
without due process, and other threats to 
human rights, the report said. 


Cassette Tape on “A Prescription for Happiness” 

A biblical study on the 23rd Psalm that will enrich your day. 

From: Discovery Ministries, P.O. Box 5632, Dept. 125, Pasadena, 

TX 77505. Please include $3 for each tape requested to cover postage 
and handling. HURRY! LIMITED OFFER! Included tape list and materials 


Financial Management Services 


DAVID M. LEON, Broker 


Real Estate Marketing & Investments 


(619) 697-4074 


Serving San Diego County 


8 — Southern Cross, February 23, 1984 


Physicians back Reagan on fetal pain 


"WASHINGTON (NC) — A group of 
26 physicians last week backed President 


Reagan’s statement that fetuses feel pain | 


in abortion. 


In an open letter to Reagan the 
physicians said, ‘‘In drawing attention to 
the capability of the human fetus to feel 
pain, you stand on firmly established 
ground.”’ 


REAGAN HAD earlier 
gathering of religious broadcasters, 
‘Medical science doctors confirm that 
when the lives of the unborn are snuffed 
out, they often feel pain, pain that is long 
and agonizing.”’ : 

The president’s statement was 
challenged by Dr. Ervin E. Nichols, 
director of practice activities of the 


American College of Obstetricians and: 


Gynecologists. He told the New York 
Times, ‘‘We are unaware of any evidence 
of any kind that would substantiate a 
claim that pain is perceived by a fetus.’’ 


He later stood by his remark but said 
the Times failed to report that he was 


Scripps Medical Centre 
9844 Genesee Avenue 
La Jolla, Calif. 92037 


told a 


Michael G. Kielty 


M.B., B.S. (Lond.), F.A.C.S., F.A.C.0.G., K.C.H.S. 


Diplomate of the American Board of 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology 


speaking about the situation in the first 
three or four months of pregnancy, when 
most abortions are performed. 

THE COLLEGE, which represents 


24,000 doctors, supports legalized 


abortion. 


The doctors’ statement said it is 
‘established beyond any _ reasonable 
doubt’’ that “‘the human unborn and 
newborn do respond to stimuli.’’ They 
called the unborn ‘‘a highly complex, 
sentient, functioning, individual 
organism.”’ : 

Dr. Vincent Collins, professor of 
anesthesiology at the University of Illinois 
and Northwestern University, said that 


the human fetus experiences organic pain © 


“‘as ‘early as eight to 10 weeks, and 
definitely by thirteen-and-a-half weeks.”’ 


REP. MARK D. Siljander, R-Mich., 
Feb. 9 introduced a bill in Congress that 
would require doctors to advise patients 
that the fetus suffers pain in an abortion 
and that anesthesia is available for the 


baby. 
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APPARITION SEEN? — Vidka Ivankovich (from left), Jacov Colo and Ivanka Ivankovich 
were photographed during what the children claim was an apparition of the Blessed 


in his 


eneenee era ete-mnt™ Vineye Se waoe EE LE AAALAC AES EE ALO OA EL A A A A AR 


re] 


3 
2 


Two Sisters back from Latin America visit here 


By Susan Nowak 


_ The persecution of the Roman Catholic Church in 
Latin America is going ‘‘full force,’’ a Maryknoll Sister 
who worked there for 34 years said when she visited San 
Diego recently. 


Sister Vivian Votruba, M.D., who de Bolivia and 
Peru, and Sister Rosemary Garrity, a social: worker in 
Mexico and Guatemala for 25 years, talked to three local 
groups here earlier this month. - 


THEIR ORDER recently called them home for three 
years of ‘‘congregational service,’’ something each 
Maryknoll Sister usually is asked to do once. They will try 
to heighten missions and world awareness and raise funds 
in the next few years. 


During their five-day stay here, the Sisters spoke at 
Our Lady of Peace Academy, Marian High School and 
Our Mother of Confidence Church. They were met with 
mixed reactions to their ‘‘World Awareness Program,”’ in 
which they spoke of world problems from the Maryknoll 
perspective. 


The overall response was favorable, but students at 
Marian High School found Gods of Metal, a film about 
defense department expenses, ‘‘simplistic and 
one-sided,’’ Sister Vivian said. 

‘ANY NARROW vision is not correct,’’ Sister Vivian 
admitted. She thinks they were able to expand on the 
film’s message and reach many of the Marian students. 

Members of the Maryknoll order are becoming used to 
facing challenges, because they work in controversial 
places, the Sisters said. ‘‘Whatever you do, you’re labeled 


Bishop says ‘no’ to 
church-state ties 


DUBLIN, Ireland (NC) — If Ireland and Northern 
Ireland formed one nation, the Catholic bishops would 
not push to make Catholicism the state religion, said 
Bishop Cahal Daly of Down and Connor, Northern 
Ireland. 

“‘We believe that the alliance of church and state is 
harmful for both,’’ Bishop Daly said at a February 
mieeting of the Forum for a New Ireland. 


THE FORUM, established last May by Irish Prime 


Minister Garret FitzGerald, is drafting proposals to unite 


Ireland, where Catholicism is the state religion, and 
British-ruled Northern Ireland, which has a 
predominantly Protestant population. 


Protestants in Northern Ireland have fought to 
maintain British rule, saying that they would be 
dominated by Catholics and would be in danger of losing 
civil and religious liberties if they became part of Ireland. 


Ireland’s population is about 93 percent Roman 
Catholic, whereas in Northern Ireland only about 32 
percent of the population is Catholic. If the two were 
united, the combined population would be just over 70 
percent Catholic. 


BISHOP DALY told the forum that the bishops of 
Ireland and Northern Ireland would resist any 
constitutional proposals which might infringe upon 
Protestant rights or liberties. He said that the bishops 
recognized the Protestants’ apprehensions. 


The Irish Constitution prohtbits divorce but there is 
increasing agitation to remove this prohibition. Recently 
the Anglican Church of Ireland recommended that 
divorce be legalized. 


The forum members represent the three main political 
parties in Ireland and the main Catholic party in 
Northern Ireland. Proféstait. parties in NorthernIreland 
have refused to participate in the forum. 


: £ : See 
FORUM DELEGATES are’ considering a federated 
republic model similar to that used in Switzerland. 
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Sister 
Vivian Votruba 


Sister 
Rosemary Garrity 


a Communist,’’ Sister Vivian said. 


“We do nat represent any political party. We are just 
Church women,”’ Sister Rosemary added. 

MARYKNOLL SISTERS are not the only ones being 
challenged in Third World countries, the Sisters said. As 
the Church becomes increasingly aligned with the poor in 
Central and Latin American countries; 


opposition. 


After Vatican II, Sister Vivian said, the Church began 
siding with the poor. The effects of that change were felt 
intensely in Central and Latin America, where many 
Church leaders cut historically close ties with ‘‘the powers 
that be.”’ 


The post-Vatican II Church is standing ‘‘you might 
say, against the power structure. To me it looks like the 
persecution of the Church is on, full force,’’ Sister Vivian 
added. 


LAST DECEMBER, when Peruvian police killed a 
Sister who was taken hostage in an attempted prison 
break in Lima, an official there responded to criticisms 
saying, ‘‘What else could be done?”’ 


That is one example of the deterioration of respect for 
lives in general, and for the Church specifically, Sister 
Vivian indicated. 
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When the Sisters speak to groups on World Awareness, 
they make it clear that answers to problems in Third 


World countries cannot be ‘‘simplistic.”’ 


INCREASED MILITARY aid is not the solution, the 
Sisters indicated. ‘‘We see the root cause of the problems 
as being the poverty and misery of the people,’’ Sister 
Rosemary said. 


Two-thirds of the world doesn’t have basic human 
needs met, ‘‘and we feel there will never be peace until 
this comes about,’’ Sister Rosemary said. - 


America should get back to values of ‘“‘liberty and 
justice for all...We strongly believe that peace will only 
come with justice,’’ Sister Vivian said. 


THAT INVOLVES economic, political and social 
concerns, she added. In economics, the power of 
‘‘multinationals’’ (corporations) must be recognized, 
Sister Vivian noted. ‘“Their value, their aim is profit.’’ 

“‘T feel that structural change has to come about 
somehow,’’ Sister Rosemary said. Better dialogue 


between developed and underdeveloped. societies might 
help, she added. 

Socially, there is a need for ‘‘equality’’ in countries 
with ‘‘marked social classes,’’ Sister Vivian said. 

AS THE Sisters travel by car in Arizona, New Mexico, 
Texas and California to address groups, they are unafraid 
to express their opinions. ‘‘We say what we believe.’’ 


THE HOLY FATHER’S MISSION AID TO THE ORIENTAL CHURCH 


The news from Lebanon tells of continued hard- 
ships. Innocent civilian victims of war are trying 
to pull their scattered families together, rebuild 
their lives and repair or replace their bombed out 
homes, schools, churches and hospitals. 

_ Lebanon now is a nation of physically, mentally 
and emotionally wounded. Continued lack of 
proper food, clothing, housing and medicines 
make its people easy prey to typhoid, cholera, 
dysentery and other diseases. They cry to you 
for help! 

“Please answer their call as generously as you 
can—Now! 


WAR’S 
AFTERMATH 


As always, it is the innocent—the refugees, 
the very old and the very young who suffer 
most. They need help—urgently—for medi- 
cines, for food, for shelter, for clothing and 
to rebuild their homes, their churches and 
their schools. Please give. what you can— 
$500, $50, $5—as soon as you can. Tomor- 
row may be too late for too many! 


A CRY 
FROM THE 
INNOCENTS 


The cold weather will soon be upon us, making 
their suffering all the more severe. So please, 
share what you can—Today! 


A woman from New York has sent us her 
collection of 50-cent pieces; another 
woman sent precisely $188.43—the exact 
amount of her savings account. Some gifts 
from priests measured in the hundreds of 
dollars. Catholic organizations throughout 
the country are sending support. 


Extraordinary events—have now created 
extraordinary new suffering. Countless 
thousands of human beings need help. The 
threat has not yet passed. Will we forget 
again? Please help today—in an extraordi- 
nary way. 
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Around the Diocese 


Sunday Mass, a Catholic 
Liturgy for Television 
Sunday, Feb. 26, 7 a.m. 

Channel 39 
Father Stephen McCall, 
Celebrant 


Devotion to the Sacred Heart and the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary will be discussed 
Feb. 23 from 9 a.m.-1:15 p.m. at St. John the 
Evangelist hall, Lincoln and Normal streets. 
Msgr. J. O’Sullivan will talk about ‘‘A Holy 
Year of Grace and Mercy.’’ The group will 
make a pilgrimage to the Mission Basilica San 
Diego de Alcala for Mass at 2 p.m., where the 


Holy Year Plenary Indulgence may be 


received. Sponsored by the Lay Apostles of the 
Sacred Heart. 

‘‘Healing Tensions’’ retreat at El 
Carmelg, Redlands, will be led by Fr. Jerty 
Bevilacqua, OSA, Feb. 24-26. Cost $60. 
More: 284-2674. 

Coffee house with live music and 
refreshments, Feb. 24 at 7:30 p.m., SDSU 
Newman Center. For young adults. Details: 
583-9181. 

Catholic Alumni Club will meet for 
dinner, Feb. 24 at 6:30 at the Chu Dynasty, 
1400 Camino de la Reina. More: 560-6056. 

Seminar Day on Reconciliation, led by 
Fr. Ron Pachence of USD, is slated for Feb. 
25, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at St. Elizabeth Seton 
parish, 6628 Santa Isabel St., Rancho La 
Costa. Pre-registration $4, at door $5. 
Sponsored by Office of Evangelization and 
Adult Education. More: 574-6334. 

Sock hop with music from the 50s and 60s 
at Hannon Hall, 42nd and Orange Avenue, 
Feb. 25, 7:30-11 p.m. Refreshments, dance 
contest, prizes. Catholics and members of 
church groups welcome. Attendance limited to 
250. Advance donation is $3, at door $3.50. 
Reservations: Single Again, 4177 
Marlborough Ave., S. D., Ca. 92105. Checks 
payable to Single Again. Info: 283-2570 or 


~ 280-5168. 


1950s Dance, featuring a d.j., costume 
prizes and 1950s prizes, is set for Feb. 25 at 8 
p-m. at Blessed Sacrament parish hall, 5600 
block of El Cajon Boulevard. Sponsored by 
Blessed Sacrament PTG. Cost is $3 singles, $5 
couples. More: 582-3862. 

Fellowship meeting of Patrons, a group for 
separated and divorced Catholics, is set for 
Feb. 26 at 6 p.m. at St. Therese hall, near 
College Avenue and Navajo Road. ; 

Bible study sponsored by St. Brigid’s 
young adults (21 and up), includes prayer, 
worship, love and fellowship, every Sunday 
from 7-9 p.m. beginning Feb. 26 at St. Brigid 
lounge, 4735 Cass St., Pacific Beach. More: 
270-4186. 

Membership tea is planned for Feb. 26, 2-4 
_p.m. in LaSala at Mission San Diego de 
Alcala. Sponsored by the Ladies Guild. 
Reservations: 281-1358 or 282-2747. 

All Hallows Job Program will have a 


meeting, Feb. 27 at the parish center. Details: 


459-2975. 

Healing Mass, celebrated by Fr. J. 
Bevilacqua, OSA, Feb. 28 at 7:30 p.m. at Our 
Lady of Grace Church, Fletcher Hills. Details: 
284-2674. 

Dessert card party, sponsoréd by Stella 
Maris 183, Y.L.I., is Feb. 28 from noon-4 
p.m. at St. Mary parish hall, 601 Third St., 
Oceanside. Reservations: 757-4819 or 
433-8745. 

‘‘Mardi Gras’’. luncheon, dessert, card 
party is set for Feb. 29, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at 
McGinley Hall, 36 E. Naples St., Chula 


Vista. Donation is $3. Sponsored by St. Pius 
X Altar and Rosary Society. Reservations: 
426-8860. 

Fred Waring and His Pennsylvanians will 
perform at Knott’s Berry Farm, Mar. 1, and 
St. Patrick’s Seniors will be there. Cost is 
$26.60. Info: 282-7109 or 232-0708. 

Mardi Gras Dance, sponsored by K of C 
council 3162, San Luis Rey de Francia, is set 
for March 2 at the San Luis Rey Mission 
parish auditorium at 7 p.m. Live music, light 
buffet. Costumes optional. Cost is $7.50 each. 
Reservations: 757-6071 or 439-0596. 

Fish fry, held monthly at Immaculate 
Conception Church, 2540 San, Diego Avenue; 
Old Town, is planned for March 2, 5-7 p.m.. 
Cost is $3.50. 

Card-game-dessert party, hosted by Good 
Shepherd Women’s Club, is March 2, 7-10 
p.m. Tickets $2.50. Held at 8200 Gold Coast 
Drive Mira Mesa. Reservations needed: 
271-9071 or 566-6435. 

Curso de Liturgia y Musica, Equipo 
Regional Mobil de Evangelizacion, is meant 
to provide theological foundations for youth 
and adults working in Hispanic youth ministry 
and liturgical. planning. Diocesan Conference 
Room, March 3, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Fee. $2. 
More: 574-9303. 

First Saturday Mass will be offered at 
Church of St. Mary Magdalene, March 3 at 
7:45 a.m. Rosary and Fatima prayers follow 
Mass. Details: 276-3693. 

Prayer meeting at St. Patrick Church, 
North Park, 7:30 p.m., March 5. Led by Fr. 
Jerry Bevilacqua, OSA. More: 284-2674. 

‘‘How to Improve Family Relations in Six 
Weeks’’ is the theme of a talk to be given at All 
Hallows Academy, La Jolla, March 6 at 9 
a.m. Caryl Waller Krueger, author of Six 
Weeks to Better Parenting, will address the 
group. More: 459-6074. 

“Saints Big One,’’ dinner, dancing and 
drawing for $10,000 presented by St. 
Augustine High School Booster Club, March 
9 at 6:30 p.m. in the gym, Palm and Bancroft. 
Drawing tickets will be sold there. Dinner 
tickets are $20. Live music. More: 273-7051 or 
286-8438 (evenings). 

Holy Spirit Seminar, March 9-11, will be 
held at San Luis Rey Retreat Center. 
Sponsored by the San Luis Rey prayer 
community, it will be led by a team headed by 
Fr. Ralph Weishaar, O.F.M. More: 757-3659 
or write Holy Spirit Seminar, Old Mission 
Retreat, P.O. Box 409, San Luis Rey, Ca. 
92068. 

Sharing Jesus with those who have 
disabilities is the goal of three workshops for 
special religious education coordinators and 
catechists. The Sacrament workshops will be 
held at Good Shepherd parish, 8200 Gold 
Coast Drive, Mira Mesa — March 10 from 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. on Reconciliation; April 14, 10 
a.m.-3 p.m., on Confirmation. Info: 
260-1019. 

Day of Renewal for Liturgical Ministers 
with speakers Dr. Jane Via and Fr. Dennis 
Krouse, is March 10, 9 a.m.+4 p.m. at St. 
Mary Magdalene parish hall, 1945 Illion St. 
Fee $4. Bring lunch. Reservation deadline 
March 2: 293-3375. ’ 

Brunch and fashion show, held annually 
by Marian High School P.T.G. is set for 


March 10 at 9 a.m. at the May Company, 


Plaza Bonita. Reservations: 479-7214. 


Items for Around the Diocese must be 
received in writing by noon the Friday 
before. publication on Thursday of the 
following week. We can not accept items 
over the telephone. Mail to: Around the 
Diocese, Southern Cross, P.O. Box 81869, 
San Diego, Calif. 92138. 
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Mission Bay Chapel & 
Pacific Beach Mortuary, Inc. 
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DPC MEETS — The Diocesan Pastoral Council traveled to the Imperial Valley Feb. 18. 
Members met with Bishop Leo T. Maher at Calexico’s Vincent Memorial High School. 


Focus on Imperial Valley 


Continued from page 1 


‘““THERE IS no attempt to water 
down.any of the doctrines of our Catholic 
faith,’’ said Miss Ivie. ‘“‘It is up to the 
individual to accept Jesus as the Lord of 
his or her life’ Religion involves the whole 
person and every aspect of their lives.”’ 


Part of the Awakening weekend, she 
added, are visits to the Blessed 
Sacrament, the Stations of the Cross, the 
rosary, confession and Mass.. Many 
awakenistas make these things a part of 
their daily lives once the weekend is 
completed. 


Vidal Garcia of Brawley, chairman of 


the Imperial Valley Youth Council, 
reported on the way young people’s lives 
have been changed by the Awakening, 
and its continuing effect on them. 


‘“‘THE AWAKENING does not stop 
at the end of the third day,’’ said Miss 
Garcia. ‘‘There is a ‘fourth day,’ which is 
the rest of their lives.’’ 3 

Dean Barreca reported on Catholic 


Youth Productions, an activity of 
Calexico’s Our Lady of Guadalupe 


parish, which last Easter presented six 
performances in the Valley of His Last 
Days, complete with a cast of 60 and a 
volunteer 22-piece orchestra. 


“‘The response was tremendous,’’ he 
said. The lead, who played Jesus, is now 
in his first year at St. Francis Seminary, 
and this year CYP will be a Valley-wide 
outreach of the Church, not just one 
parish. 


IN HIS remarks to the DPC, Bishop 
Maher touched briefly on a number of 
items, including Hispanic radio 
programming by the California bishops 
along both sides of the U.S.-Mexican 
border, and the invitation he extended to 
Cardinal Sebastiano Baggio to visit the 
diocese next December for the annual 
Our Lady of Guadalupe observance; 
Cardinal Baggio is prefect of the 
Vatican’s Congregation for Bishops, a 
member of the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, and president of the - 
Holy See’s commission on _ Latin- 
America. 


PALA REY YOUTH CAMP 


© Provides a beautiful and serene setting ideal for 
introspection and personal development. 

e Complete range of facilities — stocked kitchen. 
dining lodge, heated sleeping quarters, and 
separate chapel. 

e Ideal for weekend, weekday and overnight. 


For rates and Information: 
213-866-4164 OFFICE 
213-920-1734 Messages 
213-925-0963 Messages 


e Church, family, youth or confirmation groups. 
¢ Easily accessible — 22 mi. inland from 
- Oceanside on 76, 5 mi. east of |-15. 


MAINTAINING HIGH STANDARDS 


PLACEMENT EXAM 
for Incoming Students 


Saturday, March 3, 1984, 8:30 a.m. 


MARIAN 
HIGH 
SCHOOL 


Call 423-2121 for information 


' Academic Excellence ina 


Caring Christian Environment 


Emphasis on Academic Foundation 


1002 Eighteenth Street 
San Diego 
California 92154 1999 


and College Preparatory Courses 


A Catholic Co-educational High School 
Operated by the Diocese of San Diego 
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Un laico comprometido 


por el Padre Rubén Fuentes 


~ Puebla, hablando de la participacidn de 

los laicos en la Iglesia dice: ‘‘En profunda 
comunicacién con sus hermanos laicos y 
con los Pastores, en los cuales ve a sus 
maestros en la fe, el laico contribuye a 
construir la Iglesia como comunidad de 
fe, de oracién, de caridad fraterna y lo 
hace por la catequesis, por la vida 
sacramental, por la ayuda a los 
hermanos’’ (n. 788). Es por esto, que uno 
de los objetivos principales que se ha 
propuesto el Centro Padre Hidalgo en 
sus actividades, ha. sido la promocién y 
formacion de los laicos de habla hispana 
en esta Didcesis de San Diego. 


Sin duda alguna, uno de los laicos que 
ha contribuido y esta contribuyendo en 
esta Didcesis a esa ‘‘toma de conciencia 
eclesial’’ que ha caracterizado al pueblo 
hispano de esta nacidn americana, desde 
hace algunos afios, es el Sr. Roberto 
Lobato. Por esta razén, he querido 
hacerle una entrevista personal. Observo 
que al hacer. esto, busco tinicamente el 
que esta comunidad hispana conozca y se 
estimule con el trabajo de uno de sus 
hombres mas comprometidos. He. aqui la 
entrevista: 


Antes de preguntarle sobre sus 
actividades. concretas como hombre de 
Iglesia, ¢podria darme, Sr. Lobato, 
algunos datos generales sobre su vida? 


Sr. Lobato: ‘‘Nacf en Salina Cruz, 
Oaxaca, de una familia numerosa: 10 en 
total, 6 mujeres y 4 hombres. Quedé 
huérfano de padre a los 6 anos y, poco 
después, mi madre -me trasladd a 
Minatitlan, Veracruz. A los 16 afios parti 
para el Noroeste del Pais y me radiqué en 
Ensenada, B.C. Un afo después, en 
1940, pasé a San Diego, CA. Aqui 
trabajé en la pesca del attin y en la 
Marina mercante, durante 10 afios. En 
1950 contraje Matrimonio. En 1956 me 
hice ciudadano americano con el fin de 
tener derecho a escoger a mis 


gobernantes.”’ <3 
© ¢Podria hablarme-de los principales 


La Diocesis de San Diego 
Presenta 
VOCES DE PEREGRINOS 


Valle Imperial/Coachella 8:45 a.m. DOMINGO 970 KVIM 
Calexico/Mexicali 8:45 p.m. VIERNES 1490 KICO 
San Diego/Tijuana . 7:15 a.m. SABADO 910 KMJC 


Sr. Roberto Lobato 
ERR TS TES NE a OS AE 


acontecimientos en su vida de cristiano 
como persona comprometida? 


Sr. Lobato: ‘Creo que todo comenzé en 
1970 cuando asisti a un Cursillo de 
Cristiandad: aqui comprendi mejor mis 
obligaciones como _ bautizado. 
Propiamente mi trabajo como persona 
comprometida lo principié en mi 
parroquia de San Judas Tadeo con 
catequesis para nifios. Recuerdo que me 
sucedioé aqui algo muy curioso: el parroco 
de entonces, un sacerdote a quien siempre 
consideré anglosajén ya que no hablaba 
mas que inglés, le pedi una Misa en 
espanol para la gente de habla hispana del 
lugar, a lo que. se nego. Supe, 
ocasionalmente, que tal pdarroco era 
“‘espanol’’; viéndose descubierto no tuvo 
mas remedio que aceptar la Misa que le 
pedia, no sin antes echarme en cara por 
qué no hablaba en inglés. Vino el cambio 
de parroco que fué una bendicidn: el 
nuevo parroco fue el P. Jerry Sims quien 
se preocup6 verdaderamente por los 
hispanos en colaboracién estrecha con la 
Sra. Consuelo Reynoso. En 1971, me 
inscribf en un movimiento para 


entrenamiento de _ lideres 
promovido por el Sr. Obispo Maher-y por 
un grupo de sacerdotes comprometidos. 
Esta agrupacidén de laicos y sacerdotes 
comprometidos hizo posible la realizacidén 


del Sinodo Diocesano en 1972. Este 
Sinodo cred el Consejo Pastoral 
Diocesano que entre las cosas que 


organizé y todavia subsisten, esta la 
Comisién Hispano Parlante que hoy se 
conoce como Mesa Ejecutiva, a la que 
pertenezco, y que trabaja unificada con 
los diversos Moyimientos y Asociaciones 
de la Didcesis.”’ 


¢Me podria senalar alguna de sus 
principales satisfacciones tenidas en su 
‘trabajo pastoral? : 


Sr. .Lobato: ‘‘Una de mis principales 
satisfacciones ha sido el nombramiento 
del Sr. Obispo Hispano: Gilberto E. 
Chavez, Vicario, hoy, de esta comunidad 
hispana y Obispo Auxiliar de la Didcesis. 
Recuerdo que, debido a esto, alguien me 
acuso de racismo. ‘La Iglesia es universal, 
se me dijo, por tanto, todos los obispos 
son buenos no importa de qué 
nacionalidad sea aquél que se _ nos 
designe.’ Pero, como respondi en aquel 
tiempo, y ahora lo repito: lo que se ha 
buscado en la promocion y designacién de 
un obispo hispano ha sido, sobre todo, la 
comprensién por nuestra cultura. Es lo 
mismo que pedimos a los anglos que 
trabajan con mexicanos.”’ 


¢Cudl es a su parecer, la falla principal 
de esta comunidad hispana de San Diego? 


que. fue 


Sr. Lobato: ‘‘Para mi, es la falta de 
unidad. Sinceramente no comprendo por 
qué todos los movimientos y asociaciones _ 
de nuestra Didcesis, que se dicen estar 
siempre dispuestos a servir a Dios, no son 
capaces de trabajar “‘unidos’’. La unidad 
esta a la base de toda comunidad eclesial. 
San Pablo lo dice claramente: ‘Hay 
diversidad de dones, pero uno mismo es el 
Espiritu. Hay diversidad de ministerios, 
pero ‘uno mismo es el Sefior. Hay 
diversidad de operaciones, pero uno 
mismo es Dios, que obra todas las cosas 
en todos’ (I Cor 12, 4-6). Es ésta, mi gran 
preocupacion, porque’ tal falla no 
solamente la veo desde hace anos atras, 
sino que todavia persiste. Parece que no 
aprendemos las grandes lecciones de la 
historia. Cito aqui estas palabras 
significativas del libertador Simén 
Bolivar: ‘No fueron los conquistadores los 
que nos esclavizaron. Fue nuestra 
desunion.’ ”’ 


Finalmente, Sr. Lobato, ¢tiene usted 
algun deseo en especial que quisiera ver 
cumplido en esta comunidad hispana de 
San Diego? 


Sr. Lobato: ‘Yo exhortarfa a todos los 
movimientos, grupos y asociaciones a 
perseguir en su labor de compromiso tres 
cosas principalmente: luchar contra las 
injusticias sociales, aceptar nuestros 
errores para poder corregirnos y, sobre 
todo, trabajar ‘‘unidos’’. Porque en la 
uni6n esta la fuerza, en la fuerza el 
triunfo y en el triunfo estd Dios.’’ 


Resumen de Noticias 


WASHINGTON (NC) — La 
detencidn de las personas que estan 
buscando asilo es ‘‘moralmente 


inaceptable’’ y contraria a la politica que 
por mucho tiempo ha mantenido el 
Servicio de Inmigracién y Naturalizacién 
de integrarios a la comunidad, dijo el 
Obispo de Pittsburgh, Anthony J. 
Bevilacqua, Presidente del Comité 
Episcopal de Migracién. 


Citando una huelga de hambre que 
tuvo lugar en el Centro de Detencién 
Krome, en Miami, el Obispo Bevilacqua 
dijo que el incidente, que termin6 el 6 de 
febrero, ‘‘nos llama a cuestionar la propia 
politica de detencidn.”’ : 


El Obispo preside el Comité de 
Migracidn y Turismo de la Conferencia 
Nacional de Obispo Catdlicos. Su 
declaracién fue emitida en las oficinas 


Cost: $1.25 per 33-character line, $5.00 minimum per issue. Print or 
type your ad with name, address and phone number and send it to: 
Southern Cross Want Ads, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138, or 
phone (619) 574-6393. Ad deadline is 10 a.m. Friday. 


centrales de la Conferencia, en 
Washington, el 7 de febrero. 


WASHINGTON (NC) oe 
Funcionarios catdlicos de reasentamiento 
criticaron el proyecto tentativo de la 
Administracién Reagan que ofrece status 
legal a cerca de 125,000 refugiados 
cubanos, excluyendo a 25,000 haitianos 
que vinieron a los Estados Unidos, segtin 
los funcionarios, bajo circunstancias 
similares. 


Algunos funcionarios de 
reasentamiento manifestaron su apoyo a 
un proyecto de ley propuesto a principios 
de febrero por el Representante Peter W. 
Rodino, Jr. (D.-N.J.), presidente del 
Comité Judicial de la Camara de 
Representantes. Este proyecto de ley 
otorgaria residencia permanente tanto a 
cubanos como a los haitianos que Ilegaron 
a los Estados Unidos antes del primero de 
enero de 1982. 


Cabinets Refinished - Paperhanging 
Painting - Interior, Exterior. Very 
neat, fast. Free Estimate. Call Erick: 
299-7681. TF 


COOK WANTED (Amer. Cuisine) Rm., 
Bd., Salary, Car helpful, relocate to 
desert area, 3 priests. Write to Ad 
30, c/o Southern Cross, P.O. Box 
81869, S.D. 92138. TF 


NEW CREDIT CARD 
Nobody refused. Also Visa/ 
Mastercard. Call 805-687-6000 Ext. 
C-1392. 2/2,9,16,23,3/1 


Mothers helpers. All chores from 
scrubbing floors, fixing little Jimmy’s 
lunch and taking your cat to the Vet. 
Let us give you back your free time. 
Screened applicants, bonded, reliable. 
Dana’s Housekeeping, 298-1982. 
2/2,9,16,23,3/1,8,15,23 


$OS — Save Our School — All 
alumnae of Our Lady of Angels School, 
come to our financial aid. For details, 
contact Gertrude Crow, 
235-9002. 2/9,16,23 


INDEPENDENT ELECTRICIAN, problem 
diagnoses, 120/240 volt installation. 
Custom wiring and- lighting. Low 
prices. No job too small. Day or 
night—7 days. 222-1904. Call 
Robert. TF 


CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY CLEANING. 
Call McCALL’S at 583-3260. 
1/19,26,2/2,9,16,23 


MUSIC for your dance or party. Paul 
Sims and his Little Big Band. 
755-5997. TF 


St. Jude, thank you for interceding 
for=me. My prayer was answered. 
A.E-A. 2/23,31 


WANTED: Pre-war 78rpm records, 
Jazz, blues, C&W. Also post war be- 
bop R&B. on 78’s. Jazz LP’s of the 
50’s. 284-7437 or 282-7833. Cash 
paid. 2/23 
Thank you St. Jude for favors 
granted. | will continue to pray to you 
and make your name known. 
E-P; 2/23 


Holy St. Jude, | promised publication 
if my sister recovered from her 
illness. Thank you and | will continue 
to pray to you. R.D.R. 2/26 


Certified Nurses Aide and Home 
Health Aide. Care of the elderly. 
North County only. 724-9268 or 
757-8541. 2/23, 3/1 


YOUNG FAMILY MAN 
Needs hauling and tree work. T. 
Northcutt, 277-6484. : TF 


Michael, 758-0128. 


HARDY’S TREE SERVICE 
Economy tree work, hauling, 
ornamental tree pruning, palms, 
ukes. Fully licensed and insured. 15 
yrs. exp. Free estimates. 
278-2963. TF 


Government Jobs. 
$16,559-$59,553/year, now hiring, 
your area. Call 805-6876-6000, Ext. 
R-1392. 

2/16,23,3/1,8,15 


Call 
2/23 


Carpenter wanted. 


425-6188. 


PALA REY YOUTH CAMP Available for 


retreats, overnight confirmation 
classes, Beautiful setting, excl. 
facilities. For info call: 


213/866-4164, 213/920-1734, or 
213/925-0963 messages. See ad pg. 
10. 

2/9,16,23,3/1 


Thank you St. Jude for favors 

received. | shall continue to pray to 

you. D.M.F. 
2/16,23,3/1,8,15,22,29,4/5 


Christian college graduate needs co- 
signer to borrow $2,800 from bank 
for career advancement in aviation. 
2/18,23 


COOK WANTED (Amer. Cuisine) Rm., 
Bd., Salary, Car helpful, relocate to 
desert area, 3 priests. Write to Ad 
30, c/o Southern Cross, P.O. Box 
81869, S.D., 92138. TF 


TREES trimmed, topped, removed, 
stump removal. Insured. 
464-1872. TF 


Concerned Young Americans who care 
about Constitutional Gov't, write to: 
Bernard Arendt, Box- 17301, San 
Diego, 92117 TF 


ARMSTRONG CATERING SERVICE 
Wedding receptions and funch and 
dinner parties. 284-8405. TF 


ALL BREED DOG GROOMING and 
boarding. Bath and Flea Dip for any 
dog $5 while you wait. A DOG'S 
WORLD, 2324-1/2 30th St., San 
Diego, 280-4880; 2869 Ridgeway 
Dr., National City, 267-2577. TF 


SCREEN & DOOR SHOP ON WHEELS. 
Will travel to your home or hotel. 
Custom made to any size. Screens, 
doors and solar screens. Fiberglass. 
Insulation and repairs. 24 hrs., 7 
days a-week. Call 280-7360. TF 


GOODBODY’S BLVD. CHAPEL 
5027 El Cajon Blvd., 582-1700 
TF 


WALLPAPER HANGING, PAINTING: 
High quality, low prices. Also fine 
selection of wall coverings. Refer- 
ences. Call Myles, 569-1527. TF 


NEED A ROOFER? Don’t settle tor less 
than the best quality work. Afford- 
able prices. Call Ray’s Roofing Co., 
479-8096. TF 


SHOP AND SAVE: St. Vincent de Paul 
Antique Shop, 4574 Park Blvd. 
294-4917. F 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
84 1723 


The following person is doing business as: 
COMPUTER RESOURCE CENTER 
3290 Welmer Place 
San Diego, CA 92122 
Full name of registrant: 
John D. Hissong 
3290 Welmer Place 
San Diego, CA 92122 


This business is conducted by an individual. 
/s/John D. Hissong 
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of 
San Diego County on Jan. 25, 1984. Statement 
expires Dec, 31, 1989. 2/2,9,16,23 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
84 1230 


The following person is doing business as: 
FAGAN PROPERTY SERVICES 
2188 San Diego Ave., Ste. L 
San Diego,CA 92110 
Full name of registrant: 
Timothy Factor 
2372 Linwood St. 
San Diego, CA 92110 
This business is conducted by an individual. 
/s/Timothy Factor 
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of 
San Diego County on Jan. 18, 1984. Statement 
expires Dec. 31, 1989. 2/2,9,16,23 


RESIDENTIAL EXPANSION & REMODEL- 
ING SPECIALIST. We can do it all for 
you. A new kitchen or extra bath, 
new bedroom or family room, 2nd 
story addition our specialty. Deal 


_ direct with contractor -John- Sickler 


Construction. Call 582-6340 any- 
time. Lic. 269965. TF 


PIANOS FOR SALE, discount prices. 
ABC PIANO, 2903 El Cajon Blvd., San 


Diego, 281-3717. TF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
84 752 


The following persons are doing business as: 
STUDIO F22 PHOTOGRAPHY 
4667 Cass St., Ste. A 
San Diego,CA 92109 
Full names of registrants: 
Barbara McLarney 
3876 1/2 Riviera Dr. 
San Diego, CA 92109 


Anna Englert 
939 Thomas St. 
San Diego, CA. 92109 

This business is conducted by a general 
partnership. : 

7s/Barbara McLarney 
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of 
San Diego County on Jan. 12, 1984. Statement 
expires Dec. 31, 1989. 2/9,16,23,3/1 
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Media Notebook 


Playing the ratings game 


By Michael Gallagher 
NC News Service 


Periodically it is good to go over the principles that we, 
the staff of the Department of Communication of the U.S. 
Catholic Conference, bring to bear when we evaluate and 
classify movies. 


The classifications themselves are A-I — general 
patronage; A-II -— adolescents and adults; A-III — 
adults; A-IV — adults, with reservations (the comma is 
very important since it obviates the little joke about 
phoning the box office ahead of time and thus being able 
to attend a racy movie with a clear conscience); and O — 
morally offensive. 


THE CLASSIFICATIONS are essentially negative in 
nature. An A-I, for example, merely indicates that a 
movie has nothing at all that could cause a problem for 
any viewer regardless of age. It says nothing positive 
about the movie and by no means should be taken as an 
indication that you’re sure to find it entertaining. 


Since 1980, however, there has been at least one 
positive element to the system, the designation 
‘‘recommended’’ immediately after the classification. But 
given the quality of movies these days, we get few chances 
to use this. The most recent occasion was Tender Mercies, 
which came out early last year. (Chariots of Fire and 
Gandhi were earlier recipients.) 


The reviews that we write size up the movie in both 
aesthetic and moral terms. We never classify a movie 
without reviewing it. These classifications should be taken 
as a substitute for a review only if you have no other 
choice. 


OUR REVIEW will not only explain why a movie was 
given a particular classification but where within the 
particular category the movie stands. Is a particular A-III 
— adults, for example, closer to being an O — morally 
offensive, or an A-II — adolescents and adults? Only a 
review will tell you. 


Let’s take some specific examples. 


A-I has become the rarest of classifications, limited 
mostly to cartoon features — though we’ve been obliged 
in recent years to give even some cartoon features, Fire 
and Ice, for example, well-merited O classifications. 


THE ONLY film currently on our list with an A-I is 
Joni, an extremely well-done inspirational film made by 


Malta’s Catholic schools 
face government takeover 


By John Thavis 
NC News Service 


The government of Malta has told the island’s Catholic 
schools they must offer their services free of charge or be 
taken over by the state. 


The notification was given Feb. 12 by Vice Prime 
Minister Carmelo Mifsud Bonnici. Directors of Catholic 
schools were given until Feb. 29 to comply with the order 
by Malta’s Department of Education that forbids any 
payment, including contributions, for private school 
services. _ 

IF THE schools do not comply, they will be taken over 
by the state beginning in October, Bonnici said. 

Archbishop Joseph Mercieca of Malta, Bishop Nicholas 
J. Cauchi of Gozo and Catholic school directors said Feb. 
13 that no school intended to close. 

Their statement appealed to parents of students in 
Catholic schools for their continued support and pledged 
that the Church would continue to run the schools. 


‘*TRUE FREEDOM consists in the right of all parents 


to choose between public and private schools,’’ the - 


statement said. 


The government action was part of a series of measures 
supported by Socialist Prime Minister Dom Mintoff in his 
effort to secularize Catholic schools and confiscate Church 
property. 

In 1977 Mintoff stopped all subsidies to the 
approximately 60 Catholic schools on Malta. Catholic 
schools number about one-third of the island’s total, and 
are attended by about 20,000 students. 


IN 1980 the government suspended all grants to 
Catholic school students. In 1982 the government 
prohibited parents’ donations to the schools until the 
tuition system was abolished. 


Last year, the government enacted a controversial law 
that gives the state power to nationalize Church property. 
The Vatican and Maltese bishops strongly protested the 
government action. 

Direct negotiations between the Vatican and Malta 
over the school and property issues have continued for 
several years without substantial progress. 


MALTA, A Mediterranean island off the southern 
coast of Sicily, has a strong Catholic tradition; more than 
90 percent of its 320,000 population is Roman Catholic. 


12 — Southern Cross, February 23, 1984 


Billy Graham’s organization. Chariots of Fire, three years 
ago, also got an A-I classification, and here we were more 
tolerant than the Motion Picture Association of America 
which withheld its G, general patronage, and gave it a 
PG, parental guidance, on account of a few Cockney 
vulgarities used by station porters in an early scene. 


A-II movies are also rare, but they do occur. Betrayal, 
a film about adultery based upon'a play by Harold Pinter, 
which had quite a successful run in what Variety calls the 

“‘art house circuit,’’ received an A-II despite its subject 
matter, something that might raise a few eyebrows. 


WE GAVE Betrayal an A-II, because it was a seriously 
intended movie (even if shallow in execution), and, as you 
might guess from the title, it did not take a benign view of 
adultery even though it was far from viewing adultery in 
the context of Catholic moral theology. Finally, there was 
no nudity or graphic sex in it. 


The Big Chill, Educating Rita, Reuben, Reuben, Terms 
of Endearment, Uncommon Valor, Under Fire and Yentl 
are all A-III movies. You would, however, have to read 
our reviews to find out their relative place within the A-III 
category and our estimate of their aesthetic quality. 


Our reviews, for example, had grave reservations 
about both The Big Chill and Terms of Endearment. We 
judged that both were superficial and had flawed moral 
outlooks, but we also felt that they would present no 
problems to mature viewers. 


Sponsor a Child for 
nly $10.a Month. 


At last! uy is a $10 sponsorship program for Ameri- 
cans who are unable to send $16, $18, or $22 a month to 
help a needy child. 

And yet, this is a full sponsorship program because 
for $10.a month you will receive: 

..a photograph of the child you are helping. 
..a special sponsorship folder with the case history 
of the child. 

...a description of the country where your child lives. 

..a quarterly progress report about your child’s com- 
munity from the field worker. 

And you will receive at least two personal letters a 
year from your child. 


All this for only $10 a month? 

Yes— because the Holy Land Christian Mission Inter- 
national believes that many Americans would like to 
help a needy child. And so we searched for ways to re- 
duce the cost— without reducing the help that goes to 
the child you sponsor. 

For example, unlike some of the other organizations, 
your child does not write each month, but two letters a 
year from your child keeps you in contact and, of course, 
you can write to the child just as often as you wish. 

Also, to keep down administrative costs, we do not 
offer the so-called “trial child” that the other organiza- 
tions mail to prospective sponsors before the sponsors 
send any money. 

We do not feel that it is fair to the child for a sponsor 
to decide whether or not to help a child based on a child's 
photograph or the case history. 

Every child who comes.to Mission International for 
help is equally needy! 

And to minimize overseas costs, our field workers 
are citizens of the countries where they serve. Many 
volunteer their time, working directly with families, 
orphanages, and schools. 


You can make a difference! 

$10 a month may not seem like much help to many 
Americans, but to a poor family living on an income of 
$1.50 or $2.00 a day. your sponsorship can help make 
all the difference in the world. 

Will you sponsor a child? Your $10 a month will help 
provide so much: 

..emergency food. clothing and medical care. 

..a chance to attend school. 

...help for the child's family and community, with 
counseling on housing, agriculture, nutrition. and other 
vital areas to help them become self-sufficient. 


A child needs your love! 

Here is how you can sponsor a child for only $10 a 
month immediately: 

1. Fill out the coupon and tell us if you want to sponsor 
a boy or a girl, and check the country of your choice. 

2. Or mark the “emergency list™ box and we will 
assign a child to you that most urgently needs to have 
a sponser 

3. Send your $10 in right now and this will eliminate 
the cost of a “trial child” 

Then, in just a few days you will receive your child's 
name. photograph. and case history. 

May we hear from you? We believe that our sponsor- 
ship program protects the dignity of the child and the 
family and at the same time provides Americans with a 
positive and beautiful way to help a needy youngster. 


~ 


REUBEN, REUBEN, Educating Rita and Under Fire, 
though better films and more humane, nonetheless dealt 
with moral issues (and i in the case of Under Fire political 
issues as well) in such a way as to rule out younger 
viewers. The issues with Yentl and Uncommon Valor, as 
different as they are from each other, are more simple and 
straightforward. 


Uncommon Valor, a sleeper success at the box office 
which our review called ‘‘a run-of-the-mill action picture 
raised a notch or two by an intelligent script and the 
presence of Gene Hackman,’’ got an A-III simply 
because of its violence. 


Yentl, a pleasant and entertaining movie, has no 
violence or graphic sex nor are there any difficulties with 
its moral outlook. It got an A-III simply because of the 
complications that arise when its heroine dresses up as a 
man. 


(Next: A-I1V and O) 


Capsule Movie Reviews 

© Crackers (Universal) 

A motley collection of characters, sharing only an 
urgent desire for money, crack a pawnshop safe. Donald 
Sutherland is the lead in this lacklustre melange of 
promiscuity and petty crime. A-III, adults; PG, parental 
guidance. 

© Unfaithfully Yours (Fox) 

Yet another romantic foray for widget Dudley Moore. 
This time he’s a famous orchestra condctor (Dudley’s 
many roles show him to be a true Renaissance man) who 
suspects his beautiful, younger wife (why did she marry 
him in the first place?) of adultery. This film*could have 
been merely innocuous, but the obligatory shower and 
bedroom scenes get it an: O, morally offensive; PG, 
parental guidance suggested. 


3-year-old Michelle was abandoned by her father. Soon after 
her mother was forced to leave her in order to find work. She 
now lives with her grandmother in a hut with dirt floors and a 
grass roof. 


Fe ae ae ee eee ee ee ee 


K3S 
Holy Land Christian Mission International 
Attn: Joseph Gripkey, President 
2000 East Red Bridge Road 
- Box 55, Kansas City, Missouri 64141 
Yes, I wish to sponsor a child. Enclosed is my first 
payment of $10. Please assign me a C1] Boy C) Girl 
Country preference: 0 India 0 The Philippines CF) Chile 


O) Honduras 1 Colombia 0 Guatemala 0 Thailand 
0 Africa 0 The Holy Land 0 Dominican Republic 


OR, choose a child that needs my help from your 
EMERGENCY LIST. 


O Please send me more information about sponsoring a child. 


OI can’t sponsor a child now, but wish to make a 
contribution of 


NAME 


ADDRESS. 
CITY 


STATE ZIP. 


Registered: U.S.A.I.D. Advisory Committee on Voluntary 
Foreign Aid. Charter Member: Evangelical Council for 
Financial Accountability. Our annual financial report is 
readily available upon request. Please make your check pay- 
able to Mission International. Your sponsorship gifts are 
tax deductible. 


Holy Land Christian _ 


Mission International 


